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The Calling
Let’s Get the 
Elephant Out of the 
Living room

By Jay Slocum

Are you familiar with the phrase, “ The 
elephant in the living room?” It can 
be defined as a metaphorical idiom for 

an obvious problem or risk no one wants to 
discuss, or a condition of groupthink no one 
wants to challenge. 

When I was a kid, my parents would 
occasionally call a family meeting. With 
six children and various kids from the 
neighborhood living at our home, these kinds 
of meetings were crucial. My parents would 
name a problem that we were having and 
we would discuss it- sometimes passionately 
and in tears. I didn’t know it at the time, 
but they were modeling for us a way forward 
when times got very hard, and, as a result, we 
rarely had elephants in the living room.

Over the past decade, Jonah’s Call has 
functioned in a similar way, choosing to be 
transparent and open about problems we 
face and attempting to talk to each other 
rather than about each other when things get 
difficult.

So, I want to take this time to get the 
elephant out of our living room. 

What is the elephant? In the past nine 
months, we have had a significant number of 
members leave Jonah’s Call. It is a problem 
that has caused us significant pain as a 
congregation.

A few of the many benefits of getting the 
elephant out of the living room include 
gaining solidarity in the face of fragmentation, 
hearing others and being heard, the ability 
to grieve and coming to a more settled 
understanding about the problem even if clear 
answers to “why?” are not conclusive.

Solidarity
First, please know that our leadership is 
committed to working together through this 
difficult time. We believe God established 
Jonah’s Call, has grown Jonah’s Call and will 
be with us all as we recover from this season 
of our life together. You are not alone. 

Banksy: Elephant in the Living Room



Where Do We Go from Here?
Getting an elephant out of the living room can 
feel cathartic. It is healthy to name a problem. 
But, we also must work to address the issue. 

Love One Another
The leadership at Jonah’s Call loves God, loves 
you all, and loves the city of Pittsburgh. We also 
acknowledge that we are sinners in need of a 
savior and are very willing to repent in order 
to be a healthy church. Most prominently, I 
believe that corporately, it is imperative that we 
strive to talk to one another rather than about 
one another and that we look for solutions to 
our problems rather than avoiding them or 
offering mere critique. 

Acknowledge the War
The Church is a Divine institution and it is one 
that is certainly under attack by the forces of 
evil that align against God and his people. I am 
certain that a fair number of the problems that 
we have faced in the past nine months include 
attempts by the Devil to harm us. However, 
I also see without a doubt that Jonah’s Call 
belongs to God. He initiated our being planted, 
he established us as a body intent on loving 
the city, and he has allowed us to thrive in the 
past decade. Even now, he is turning our hearts 
toward him as we face this trial. So, take heart 
that God is with us and we will prevail, with his 
help.

Pray
Our prayers have force. God both hears our 
prayers and answers them. Please pray that 
God would give each of us at Jonah’s Call 
discernment to know how we are to order our 
life together so that we might be able to bring 
the Gospel to the City of Pittsburgh and beyond. 
Please pray also for Catherine and me as we 
seek to lead well during this season. Finally, 
please lift up the whole of our leadership at 
Jonah’s Call so that, together, we might be 
fruitful in the work God has given us to do as 
we enter into a new season of growth and health 
as a church.w

Visit our New Website

We are grateful to Michael and Ashley 
Savisky for the time and talent that 
they have offered to Jonah’s Call 

in designing our new website and logo. Be 
sure to check out the new website by going to           
www.jonahscall.org w
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Hearing and Being Heard
You have permission to discuss our challenges 
as a church. Jonah’s Call is a church full of 
saints and sinners. And, there are real problems 
with every church. There are also amazing 
things that God is doing to bless us and grow 
us in the midst of loss. Please reach out to 
me, Catherine, or to one of our vestry or team 
leaders if you feel the need to discuss “the 
elephant.” 

Additionally, in the coming weeks, we will 
be implementing a model for shepherding 
our congregation that will allow each of our 
members a chance to hear and be heard. 
Shepherds will invest in meeting with members 
several times throughout the year, asking three 
questions:
1. How are you doing as a person?
2. How are you doing in relationship to God?
3. How are you doing in relationship to Jonah’s 
Call?

Grieving
It is widely known that grief functions within 
a cycle that includes denial, then anger, then 
sadness, then acceptance, and then resolution. 
Acknowledging the elephant is crucial if we 
want to move towards resolution. Before we can 
be OK with loss, we must allow the pain of loss 
to “take its course.”

Why? Coming to Conclusions
So, what’s the bottom line? Why have a 
significant number of people left? A single 
answer would be nice. However, sending a 
scapegoat out of the room never allows the 
elephant to leave. Or to put it more plainly, its 
complicated. 

Some of the reasons people have left 
Jonah’s Call over the years have included:

•	 Life-changes that make worshipping 
on Sunday evening either impossible or 
impractical. Several families have chosen 
to worship in the morning due to children’s 
schedules and work schedules.

•	 Needs of a family or individual are not 
being met. There have been several 
instances of desiring programs that we do 
not offer or needing to have more teens, or 
singles, etc. that have caused folks to leave.

•	 Vision and values are not aligned. There 
have been instances where our vision to be 
a highly participatory city church that seeks 
to integrate our faith with the entirety of 
our life does not align with the way a person 
sees themselves functioning within the 
church. 

•	 Theological or political differences 
cannot be resolved. Sadly, we have had 
several instances where we have disagreed 
around Christian essentials and where folks 
have seen my views as politically motivated 
and not aligned with their political views.

•	 Relational	conflict that cannot be 
resolved. There have been instances where 
either I or one of our leaders has failed 
to work through a relational conflict well 
enough to allow a person to remain at 
Jonah’s Call. In some instances, the conflict 
was the result of not working out a conflict 
rather than working out a conflict poorly. 

•	 God has called a family or person to 
another place. Jonah’s Call ministers within 
a very transitory sector of the city. And, 
many instances of folks leaving Jonah’s Call 
are the natural result of folks attending our 
church for the time that God has ordained 
for them while they are in Pittsburgh. Some 
of the pain we feel during this season in our 
life is the result of families we thought were 
settled, leaving Jonah’s Call. 



Sunday, March 19 
Listening Prayer: Our Response to Love
Psalm 23:1-6

Our prayer lives can be like a mountain stream; 
swiftly moving and with little depth. Streams 
that run down mountain canyons are shallow 
even though they are very active. The water 
just keeps moving over the rocks and out of the 
canyon. Listening prayer is the act of slowing 
down and then stopping. Instead of talking and 
moving, we stop and listen. Listening prayer 
is like a dam built across a mountain canyon. 
The water is stopped temporarily and becomes 
deep. It holds back the active experiences of our 
prayer lives and allows us to gain some depth 
and to hear God. The importance of listening 
prayer is not in having the “right” prayers to 
pray, but in stopping for a long enough time in 
your day that you can hear the words of the God 
who loves you beyond measure. Join us as we 
discover the biblical basis for listening prayer 
and explore practical ways to engage in this 
form of communication with God.

Sunday March 26 
Active Prayer: From Journaling to Jogging
Psalm 35:1-28

“When I am walking, God speaks to me,” said 
a friend. “I find that as soon as my hand begins 
to move the pen across the paper, I can connect 
with God in profound ways,” said another 
person in the habit of doing active prayer. For 
many, walking, listening to music, journaling or 
gardening opens a vista to God. In this sermon, 
we will work on this technique and see how it is 
modeled for us in Scripture.
 

Sunday, April 2
Intercessory Prayer: The Mandate
Psalm 74:1-23
William Law wrote, “For there is nothing that 
makes us love a man so much as praying for 
him; and when you can once do this sincerely 
for any man, you have fitted your soul for the 
performance of everything that is kind and 
civil towards him. By considering yourself as 
an advocate with God for your neighbors and 
acquaintances, you would never find it hard to 
be at peace with them yourself.” Throughout 
Scripture we see God’s people interceding for 
one another. They intercede first, because they 
believe that God changes circumstances and 
second, because they have seen God change 
them. This sermon will look at the necessity of 
intercession and its effects. w

A Lenten Sermon 
Series on Prayer

Prayer stands alongside study of God’s 
Word as the primary spiritual discipline 
of the Christian life. It was to fulfill God’s 

Word and to establish a way for us to regain 
intimacy with God that he came among us, 
died for us, rose victorious to prove our place 
within his kingdom, and rose to reign over us, 
sending his Holy Spirit to dwell in our hearts 
forever. It is from a place of life in Christ that 
we live, hour by hour, day by day in the grace 
of God able to communicate with God through 
this spiritual language of love that we call 
prayer. In this series we will take a deeper look 
into some of the key forms of prayer that make 
up the Christian life. Join us! And, invite a 
friend. 

Sunday, March 5
Made for Prayer: Intimacy With God
Psalm 63:1-11

Dallas Willard wrote the following: “Hearing 
God? A daring idea, some would say—
presumptuous and even dangerous. But what 
if we were made for it? What if the human 
system simply will not function properly 
without it? There are good reasons to think it 
will not…. Is it not, in fact, more presumptuous 
and dangerous to undertake human existence 
without hearing God?” It is natural for us 
to think that our intimate relationships will 
include close, open, trusting discussion. And, 
since we are made in the image of God, it 
follows that this closeness, when found with 
God, is not an strange aberration but of 
recovery of something crucial that was lost. In 
this sermon, we will establish a basis for our 
series- God wants to talk to you because you 
belong to him.

Sunday, March 12
Praying the Word: Lectio Divina
Psalm 119:145-152

Coming from the Benedictine tradition, the 
ancient form of prayer called lectio divina, 
means the divine reading. It has been 
compared to savoring a delicacy. You chose a 
certain kind of food. You take it up, examine 
it. Place it in your mouth, chew it carefully 
and with intent, savor it, and then digest it, 
allowing it to nourish your body. Since the 
Word of God is the primary means by which 
God has chosen to communicate with us, 
learning to pray Scripture is an exhilarating 
form of communion with God- craved by those 
who acquire its taste. Join us as we explore 
what Lectio Divina is and how to pray in this 
fashion.
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Sacred 
Voices

The importance of 
listening prayer is not in 

having the “right” prayers 
to pray, but in stopping 
for a long enough time 

in your day that you can 
hear the words of the God 

who loves you beyond 
measure.



Our Home for Easter: 
The Homewood 
Chapel

We are excited to announce that our 
Good Friday and Easter Services 
will again be held at the Homewood 

Cemetery Chapel in Squirrel Hill on South 
Dallas (between Forbes and Penn). Located at 
1599 S. Dallas Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15217, the 
space will afford us room to have wonderful 
hospitality, a great space for a nursery and 
plenty of parking. w

Holy Week
Sunday, April 9 at 5:00 p.m.
4729 Ellsworth Avenue
Jesus’ Palm Sunday Prayer
John 12:12-30

A beautiful service that includes the waving of 
palms, festive singing, and the haunting reality 
that our shouts of praise too often turn into 
declarations to jettison God from our life. Join 
us for this sacred service. 

April 14th at 7:00 p.m.
1599 S. Dallas Ave.  15217
Good Friday: The Cry of the Congregation
John 18-19 Selected Readings

Easter Day really gets its meaning from the 
observance of Good Friday. Consider this a 
required service for members of Jonah’s Call. 
Some may even wish to take this day off in 
order to stand in solidarity with our Lord, who 
was abandoned on this day by those he loved. 
With the reality of the resurrection in our lives, 
we have no reason not to be there with him, in 
our observance of this sacred day.
Note: This is a family service. A nursery will 
be provided for children ages 0-4. w

Easter Sunday
April 16, 2017
10:00 a.m. 
1599 S. Dallas Ave.  15217
John 20-1-18
The New Life

With beautiful colors and sounds that 
announce the resurrection of Jesus, we will 
celebrate Easter at the Homewood Chapel in 
Squirrel Hill. An Easter buffet will follow the 
service. Please bring a bell to add to the joy! 
An Easter Egg Hunt will follow the service. 
Nursery will be provided for children ages 0-3. 
Older children will participate in the service. w
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Being Intentional 
with Our Greatest 
Investment

By Catherine Slocum

One-third of the Jonah’s Call 
congregation is children and we’re 
counting it all blessing. We believe it 

is our responsibility and privilege to have a 
clear and intentional vision for our ministry 
to children. From baptism to confirmation, 
children’s messages and bible lessons to our 
weekly dinner, our kids are on the forefront of 
our minds (peanut butter & jelly sandwiches are 
a standard on the menu). We have designed a 
deliberate course that spans from a child’s first 
discovery of God and his world to integrating 
their faith and life. Due to our intentionality 
our children have many opportunities to 
grow and create within our church life. From 
learning to share toys in the nursery and create 
centerpieces for our hospitality tables to helping 
the grown-ups with clean-up after dinner. They 
are adored, celebrated and covered in prayer. 
Spring Highlights for Children:
Pastor’s Children’s Messages: The current 
“Thank You God For” series is designed to 
introduce young children to basic concepts 
about God and his world. Series will include 
thanking God for our hands, feet, eyes, ears, 
nose, mouth and family.
Bible Lessons for Pre K and Kids’ Club: The 
upcoming lessons will include Jesus’ parables 
from the Gospel of Luke, Jesus’ journey to the 
cross and how He comes back to life. Learning 
about the Feast of the Ascension and Pentecost 
Sunday. We will then focus on learning about 
the apostle Paul. Our teaching technique 
is always interactive and includes games, 
activities, bible memory, snacks and prayer 
time.

The Passion of Christ & Pentecost Sunday
April 14th - On Good Friday the children are 
encouraged to participate in the service. They 
will have an opportunity to place palms (from 
Palm Sunday) in the fire pit (this makes the 
ashes for next year’s Ash Wednesday service) at 
the close of the service. 
April 16th - On Easter morning the children are 
encouraged to bring a bell to the service and 
shout “Alleluia” sporadically through-out the 
service. After a complimentary brunch they are 
invited to participate in an Easter Egg Hunt on 
the grounds of the Homewood Cemetery. Prizes 
included!
June 4th - Pentecost Sunday (50 days after 
Easter) we will celebrate with helium filled 
balloons that contain special messages.
We are grateful for all those dedicated to 
serving our children each week. It is a true joy 
to teach and celebrate the gift of our risen Lord 
with our youngest parishioners. 
“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, 
the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in 
the hand of a warrior are the children of one’s 
youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver 
with them! He shall not be put to shame when 
he speaks with his enemies in the gate.” Psalm 
127:3-5
Please keep our growing families in your 
prayers:
• Michael and Ashley Savisky are expecting 
their third child in April
• Keith and Beth Ann Brednich are expecting 
their second child in April
• Zach and Melissa Wilson are expecting their 
second child in June
• Curtis and Yolanda Grenier are expecting 
their sixth child in August
• Jon and Jenn Salmons are expecting their 
first child in August
• Kyle and Laura Irwin are expecting their 
second child in September w



The Anglican Immigrant Initiative is an 
ACNA effort whose purpose is to equip the 
local church  to serve and reach under-

resourced immigrants using the unique and 
timely tool of immigration legal ministry. In 
meeting immigrants practical legal needs we 
also hope to meet their spiritual needs through 
evangelism and the starting of new immigrant 
congregations.  
 
The purpose of the Anglican Immigrant 
Initiative:
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, as 
of 2010, there are 38.5 million immigrants 
(12.5% of the total population) in the U.S. It 
is estimated that of this group, 12 million are 
under-resourced and in need of help navigating 
a confusing legal system in which they are 
often taken advantage of by unlicensed help. 
Additionally, with the possibility of a reform 
bill this coming year, there is the possibility 
of an additional 11.5 million immigrants in 
need of legal help. We believe this presents the 
church with a unique opportunity for mission 
and partnership with immigrant brothers and 
sisters from around the world.
  
How Does Immigration Touch the 
Anglican Church in North America?
The ACNA includes immigrants and 
immigrant congregations from all over the 
world. Many of our fastest growing churches 
are immigrant congregations, as is the case 
for most evangelical denominations in North 
America. We have Burmese, Hispanic, Korean, 

Nigerian, Sudanese and Chinese congregations, 
to name a few groups. Furthermore, all 
of our congregations are surrounding by 
immigrants from all over the world who live 
in our communities. This presents us with 
a wonderful opporunity for mission and for 
renewal. 
 
God tells us throughout the Scriptures that he 
loves and has a special concern for the alien 
(Deut 10:18, Ps 146:9), and he commands his 
people to do the same (Lev 19:33-34). God 
commanded the Israelites to treat the foreign-
born the same as they treated native-born 
Israelites (Ex 12:49), but he also instituted 
special provisions for immigrants, along with 
other vulnerable groups such as orphans and 
widows (Deut 24:19-21, Mal 3:5).
 
In the New Testament, Jesus, who as a child 
was forced to flee as a refugee to Egypt, makes 
clear in the parable of the Good Samaritan that 
God’s command to love our neighbor includes, 
specifically, migrants in need (Lk 10:25-37). 
He instructs us to welcome the stranger, for in 
doing so we are welcoming Christ himself (Mt 
25:31-46).
  
I want to be involved, how do I start?
There are five ways to be involved: learn 
and help your congregation learn about 
immigrants, immigration, and “welcoming the 
stranger” in our midst; host a immigrant legal 
aid center; intern as a legal aid missionary 
intern; giving financially towards this 
initiative; and pray for immigrants. See the 
home page links for more information on each 
way to get involved. 
 
http://greenhousemove.wixsite.com/
immigrantinitiative/host w
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The Celebration 
and Blessing of a 
Marriage
Katherine Ann Kirk and Christopher Michael 
Hill were married January 7, 2017

The bond and covenant of marriage was 
established by God in creation, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ adorned this manner 

of life by his presence and first miracle at a 
wedding in Cana of Galilee.  It signifies to us 
the mystery of the union between Christ and his 
Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to be 
honored among all people.
Please keep those in our congregation who are 
engaged to be married in your prayers:
• Beto Park and Rachel Evans 
• Mick VanNess and Katie Duffy w

Seeking Shalom for 
Haiti

As we sat in the Vandermolen’s kitchen, 
enjoying a vestry gathering, the topic of 
how to thank Mike and Rhonda Smith 

for their generosity in allowing us to gather at 
their ministry retreat, My Dad’s House, came to 
the fore. 

“What about Tin Art?” said Jeff, having just 
showed us amazing examples of this craft in 
their home- completed by Haitian artists. 

We agreed to pursue the possibilities. Soon, 
a sketch was made and within 24 hours, JC 
member, Michael Savisky, had submitted a 
beautiful sketch- all by text message on cell 
phones. 

The next day, a picture of the completed piece 
was forwarded via e-mail. A Haitian artist, 
somewhere in the mountains of Haiti, had 
chiseled out this fine piece of art. A team 
member from our mission partner, Haiti H20, 
will pay for the art and bring it back to the US 
after completing their work in Haiti.

To support Haiti H20 got to haitih2o.org w



Reflecting on 
Jubilee Professional

“The Flourishing of the City”

By Jenn Salmons

Jubilee Professional is a half-day conference 
to learn how to apply biblical truth to your 
everyday professional life. The event is hosted 
by Pittsburgh Leadership Foundation and the 
Coalition for Christian Outreach. Hundreds 
of people from a variety of sectors come 
together to grasp a greater vision for how their 
work contributes to the flourishing of their 
community, city, and world. Featuring powerful 
talks from local and national speakers who 
walk the walk and have a story to tell. Today, 
as Pittsburgh continues to thrive as a city, we 
all play a role in shaping what it will become— 
but what does our city need from us? Plan to 
attend next year and save the date, Friday, 
February 23, 2018.

After years of hearing about Jubilee 
Professional and wanting to make it 
happen, I finally made it to Jubilee 

Pro this year. Midway through the afternoon, 
Katelyn Beaty took the mic and spoke 
specifically about women. Katelyn Beaty 
observed that women have inherited a broken 

anthropology [relating to their worth]. She 
observed that women have few models of 
vocational integration, that cities can’t really 
flourish if women don’t flourish, and what it 
might look like for flourishing to occur. 

She recently published the book, A Woman’s 
Place: A Christian Vision for Your Calling 
in the Office, the Home, and the World. As a 
young professional woman myself who loves 
contributing to my organization and hopes to 
continue to grow professionally while also in 
the midst of starting my family, her topic met 
me where I find myself these days. How do I 
steward the gift of a pregnancy and love for my 
work? 

The speakers at Jubilee have 25 minutes so 
they can just touch the surface on deep topics. 

I left encouraged that another woman has 
pursued a meaningful career professionally 
and is having an impact on men and women. 

I also appreciated learning from her research 
for her book that many of us women face these 
competing desires. 

Attending Jubilee Professional reminded me 
of the community of Christian professionals 
in Pittsburgh who are working through 
complicated issues. w
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Consider being 
Confirmed

On Sunday, June 18th our newly 
elected Bishop Hobby will visit and 
lead in a service of Confirmation. 

Participation in classes taught by Pastor 
Jay are required. The dates of classes 
are as follows (note this is a two-session 
course). You will need to select two from 
the following four dates. June 3, 7, 10 
or 14. Please contact Melissa Wilson at, 
m.wilson@jonahscall.org if interested. 
From the Book of Common Prayer:

Q. What is Confirmation? 

A. Confirmation is the rite in which we 
express a mature commitment to Christ, 
and receive strength from the Holy Spirit 
through prayer and the laying on of hands 
by a bishop. 

Q. What is required of those to be 
confirmed? 

A. It is required of those to be confirmed 
that they have been baptized, are 
sufficiently instructed in the Christian 
Faith, are penitent for their sins, and are 
ready to affirm their confession of Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord. w

Join Us for our 
Annual Parenting 
Seminar this Spring
Cultivating Character in our Kids

Join us on Saturday, May 6th from 9:30 – 
11:30 am as we look into some important 
parenting tools together. Expecting 

parents to parents of teens are invited to 
participate. We will craft the material to those 
who are attending. To find out more or to 
reserve your spot e-mail Catherine Slocum at 
catintheburgh@gmail.com

Lecturer and author, Simon Walker said, “Our 
family is the mold for what we become.” 

Good news if you are starting out as a parent 
and you have a great plan in place. Just think of 
the soul you can craft as you raise your children 
with a great vision for what it means to be fully 
human. 

On the other hand, many of us find that the 
mold that formed us is not exactly perfect. 
After all, we are descendants of Adam and Eve 
and we come from families where, even if we 
had the greatest parents, not everything got 
formed in us the way our parents hoped. 

So, it is important for us to recognize that we 
live as flawed people in a flawed world where 
we are deeply loved by God and where we can 
deeply love our children, in the midst of our 
short comings. Two things can help us cultivate 
character in our kids. The first is habituation. 
The second is what we will refer to as 
rehab-ituation. 

This topic plus others will be discussed in our 
work-shop styled seminar. w



Jonah’s Call Partner: 
Robin Capcara
 

I’m thrilled to be partnering with Jonah’s 
Call in mission to the University. I work 
for InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 

Faculty Ministries ministering to the faculty 
of the three major research universities of 
Pittsburgh—Carnegie-Mellon University, 
the University of Pittsburgh and Duquesne 
University. I work to disciple Christian 
professors and to share the Good News of the 
Gospel with non-Christian professors. 

Why Minister to Faculty?

The great Lebanese-Christian diplomat and 
academic, Charles Malik, wrote, 
“The University is arguably the single most 
significant institution in Western Civilization. 
More potently than by any other means, 
change the university and you change the 
world.”  

The faculty is one place to begin bringing about 
that change. College and university faculty 
members have a disproportionately great 
influence on our culture.  They train virtually 
all of the significant cultural leaders of today 
and tomorrow! And unlike students who will 
be a part of the university community for just 
a few years, faculty will spend their entire 
careers there.

“Faculty attitudes and behaviors are known 
to have important implications for student 
development. The actions of faculty both within 
and outside the classroom impact the learning 
and development of future teachers, lawyers, 
physicians and policy makers, not to mention 
their very own academic successors and the 
thousands of others whose work affects our 
daily lives.” (J. Lindholm & H. Astin) 

I host events and small groups for Christian 
faculty to help them think creatively about 
their calling to serve God as salt and light at 
the university. I build friendships with non- 
Christian academics in hopes of gaining a 
hearing for the Gospel.  And I try to introduce 
Christian and non-Christian professors to each 
other so that meaningful dialogue might take 
place.

Western university professors are among 
the most secularized people in the world. 
Many come from intellectual families that 
have been unchurched for generations. Their 
understanding of the Christian message and 
life is largely shaped by media stereotypes 
rather than by the faith itself. Academics are 
one of the largest “unreached people groups” in 
the Western world.
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Please be in prayer for:
1. Ways for Christian faculty and staff to bless 
the university community. In this divided and 
contentious time, we want to be a witness by 
loving the University.

2. Health, protection and provision for me and 
the ministry. There are spiritual strongholds at 
the University that don’t want the love of God 
to be known there and try to stop any advance 
of the Gospel.

3. Softening of non-Christian professors and a 
growing curiosity about Jesus among them.
Thanks for your partnership and know that I 
pray for you as well! w

Serving as Jonah’s 
Call Treasurer:
Welcome Rhonda 
Smith

When I was a middle school and high 
school student, I hated Math.  I got 
good grades in it, but did not enjoy the 

subject.  It wasn’t until graduate school that 
I found math that I enjoyed.  It was because 
when I studied Finance, it had a purpose and 
application that inspired me.  I still don’t 
enjoy numbers just for the sake of numbers, 
but I do enjoy working with numbers to help 
organizations thrive.  Recently I served as the 
bookkeeper at my kids’ K-8 private school and 
enjoyed streamlining the tuition collection and 
financial aid systems during my time there.  I 
look forward to using the gifts that God has 
given me to benefit Jonah’s Call in the position 
of Treasurer. w
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“The University is arguably 
the single most significant 
institution in Western 
Civilization.”

Rhonda Smith teaches Lydia Slocum to ski at a 
recent ski retreat weekend hosted by the Smiths.



Repent and Tell:
Missionary 
Reflections

By Brooke Balliet

I recently completed a six-month missionary 
school through Youth with a Mission 
(YWAM) and one major theme I’ve been 

learning about is how to “store my treasures 
in Heaven.” I see through the entire narrative 
of the Bible that God desires for us to reflect 
his character to the world. In the garden, He 
assigned us authority over the creatures of 
the world in order to reflect His authority over 
the universe.  Then He made a covenant with 
Abraham and promised him land, descendants, 
and that these descendants would be a blessing 
to the world. Then these descendants were 
given the Law to purify their own hearts, but 
also to display God’s character to the nations; 
this was to bless them so that they might 
repent. Later, Jesus teaches us in his Sermon 
on the Mount how to view every part of our life 
through the lens of the Heavenly Kingdom. 
Then He ties this all together by giving us the 
Holy Spirit and He equips us to actually bring 
the Kingdom forth now.

If you pay close attention to Jesus’ ministry, 
there are two things he constantly does. The 
first is to encourage every person to repent so 
they may enter the Kingdom. The second is 
showing us how to operate in this Kingdom 
through demonstrating a re-ordered value 
system (the last shall be first and the first shall 
be last and so on).  Throughout my missionary 
experience, I realized that I have very much 
focused on demonstrating my faith to others- 
which is a very good thing. However, I also 
realized that if I always show and never tell, 
people will be confused by my actions- just 

as we would be very confused if God never 
explained His actions to us! Like the Israelites, 
we can get stuck on purifying our own hearts, 
but God also gives us the honor and the 
responsibility of creating a Kingdom family 
out of the nations of the world. The good news 
is that he has equipped us with the tools to do 
that right here and right now through deed and 
word. w

Page 14 Page 15

Helping Restore 
Ruth’s House

By Joy Guilleux

The vision of Jonah’s Call is to be a church 
that “Joins in a Gospel movement that 
brings flourishing to the city as we worship 

God, love our neighbors and shape culture.”

My husband, Francois, and I are seeing an 
intersection of this commitment at 322 North 
Euclid Avenue, in our neighborhood, as we 
reach out to a neighbor in need. 

Ruth, who resides at 322 North Euclid, is 
a single mom with three elementary school 
children who go to the Montessori school. She 
has another college-age daughter. She intended 
to buy her rental house about 4 years ago and 
put “hand money” down. Life circumstances 
changed, and it was put on hold. Ruth’s 
landlord wanted her to have the house as well, 
and kept the purchase price very low, knowing 
if she sold to an investor the house would be 
flipped and Ruth would not be able to afford the 
rent. 

The landlord agreed to sell it to us at that price 
with the understanding that we would create a 
rent-to-own agreement and in three years offer 
Ruth the house. 

Ruth will be involved in Circles of Pittsburgh 
program to prepare for home ownership. Our 
goal is for her to buy it, if all parties agree that 
it is a sustainable endeavor for her.

Ruth would love to buy her home to keep 
her kids close to their school and stay in the 
neighborhood they have been in for 10 years. 

The story has God’s hand written all over it, as 
this is the stuff of Kingdom economics, justice 
and mercy. We pray that Ruth would experience 
God’s love through us and the community she is 
surrounded by.

Due to poor maintenance over many years, 
work continues on Ruth’s house with heating, 
electrical, and general repair. 

We are planning two work mornings - March 
11th and March 18th from 9am-1pm. If you 
would like to lend a hand, please let Joy know!w

One major theme I’ve been 
learning about is how to 
“store my treasures in 
Heaven.”



In his book, Uncommon Decency, Richard 
Mouw states that, “To be good citizens, we 
must learn to move beyond relationships 

that are based exclusively on familiarity and 
intimacy . We must learn how to behave among 
strangers, to treat people with courtesy not 
because we know them, but simply because 
we see them as human beings like ourselves. 
When we learn the skills of citizenship, 
Aristotle taught, we have begun to flourish in 
our humanness.” 

In this series, we will explore what it looks like 
to be both strongly convicted while remaining 
decent towards those with whom we strongly 
disagree. Additionally, we will explore, through 
various biblical stories, how the bible models 
civility and the limits of civility in the face of 
evil. Finally, we will come to grips with what 
it looks like to live in an age where love for 
our neighbors might require a great deal of 
patience in order for that love to prevail. Join 
us for this important series as we face the 
struggles of our time together by exploring the 
beautiful decency of the Gospel.

Sunday, April 30
Convicted Civility
1 Samuel 24:1-22

Sunday, May 7
Civil Speech
2 Samuel 12:1-13

Sunday, May 14
Civil Attitudes
Numbers 22:21-38

Sunday, May 21
The Limits of Civility
Daniel 1:1-17

Sunday, May 28
The Slowness of Civility
2 Samuel 16:5-14 w
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March Serving in Worship

CIVIL
 Christianity in an Age of Unrest
                           A Sermon Series

March 12, 2017 March 19, 2017 March 26, 2017

Welcoming Ushers Smith Family TBD Melissa Wilson
Hilary Warner

Scripture Psalm 119:145-152 Psalm 23:1-6 Psalm 35:1-28

Reader Francois Guilleux Matthew Whipple Catherine Slocum

Liturgical Assistant Francois Guilleux Matthew Whipple Catherine Slocum

Sermon Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum
Announcements Francois Guilleux Matthew Whipple Catherine Slocum
Communion 
Celebrant Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum

Communion 
Assistants

Francois Guilleux
Zach Wilson

Matthew Whipple
Cas Pellegrini

Catherine Slocum
Blaine Myers

Prayer-Min Linda Stewart
Mick VanNess

Beth Pellegrini
Jill King

Linda Stewart
Bryan Perry

Music Leader David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd

Verger Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Tech Set up Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green
Powerpoint James Bohnhoff Joy Guilleux TBD

Kids' Club Teaching Jeff VanderMolen
Jill King

Jon and Jenn 
Salmans

Curtis Grenier
Beto Park

Pre-K Club Teaching
Ashley Savisky
Alison 
VanderMolen

Lydia Slocum
Mia Pellegrini

Jessica & Matthew 
Whipple

Nursery
Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Joy Guilleux

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Hilary Warner

Sue Myers
Smith Family (2)

Vestry Counters Jeff VanderMolen 
Rhonda Smith

Sarah 
VanderMolen
Matthew Whipple

Beto Park
Keith Brednich

Hospitality ShoppingRhonda Smith Lisa Jaeger Potluck

Hospitality Cooking
Doria Savisky
Rachel Evans
Beto Park

Lisa Jaeger
Hilary Warner
Qiuyan Li

Potluck

Hospitality Set 
up/Centerpieces

James Bohnhoff
Jill King

Melissa Wilson
Jill King

Kyle Irwin
Jill King

Hospitablity 
Clean-UP

Lisa Jeager
Mick VanNess Slocum Family

Rex Coughenger
Abby Eagleson
Blaine & Sue Myers

Prayer Requests Beth Ann Brednich Beth Ann Brednich Beth Ann Brednich



March 26, 2017 April 2, 2017 April 9, 2017
Good Friday

April 14, 2017
Easter Morning
April 16, 2017 April 23, 2017 April 30, 2017 May 7, 2017 May 14, 2017 May 21, 2017 May 28, 2017

Melissa Wilson
Hilary Warner Welcoming Ushers Abby Eagleson

Melissa Wilson Bohnhoff Family Beto Park
Rachel Evans Smith Family Thomas and 

Jeannie Sadd
Abby Eagleson
Hilary Warner Smith Family Hilary Warner

Rachel Evans Bohnhoff Family Thomas and 
Jeannie Sadd

Psalm 35:1-28 Scripture Psalm 74:1-23 John 12:12-30 Good Friday 
Readings John 20:1-18 Luke 24:13-32 1 Samuel 23:1-22 2 Samuel 12:1-13 Numbers 22:21-38 Daniel 1:1-17 2 Samuel 16:5-14

Catherine Slocum Zach Wilson Sarah Perry

Zach Wilson
Curtis Grenier
Sarah Perry
Catherine Slocum
Beto Park

Matthew Whipple Curtis Grenier Catherine Slocum Zach Wilson Sarah Perry Francois Guilleux Catherine Slocum

Catherine Slocum Liturgical Assistant Zach Wilson Sarah Perry Zach Wilson Matthew Whipple Curtis Grenier Catherine Slocum Zach Wilson Sarah Perry Francois Guilleux Catherine Slocum

Jay Slocum Sermon Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum
Catherine Slocum Announcements Glen Richards Sarah Perry NA Curtis Grenier Catherine Slocum Glen Richards Sarah Perry Francois Guilleux Catherine Slocum

Jay Slocum Communion CelebrantJay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum

Catherine Slocum
Blaine Myers Communion AssistantsZach Wilson 

Glen Richards
Sarah Perry
Beto Park NA Zach Wilson

Matthew Whipple
Curtis Grenier
Cas Pellegrini

Catherine Slocum
Blaine Myers

Zach Wilson
Glen Richards

Sarah Perry
Beto Park

Francois Guilleux
Cas Pellegrini

Catherine Slocum
Kyle Irwin

Linda Stewart
Bryan Perry Prayer-Min Jill King

Emily Sadd
Mick VanNess
Linda Stewart NA NA Bryan Perry

Linda Stewart
Emily Sadd
Linda Stewart

Linda Stewart
Mick VanNess

Bryan Perry
Jill King

Beth Pellegrini
Linda Stewart

Emily Sadd
Linda Stewart

David Sadd Music Leader David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd
Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd Verger Zach Wilson

Andrew Sadd
Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Chad Green Tech Set Up TBD Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Beto Park Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green
TBD Powerpoint TBD Melissa Wilson NA NA James Bohnhoff Kyle Irwin TBD Joy Guilleux Melissa Wilson James Bohnhoff
Curtis Grenier
Beto Park Kids' Club Teaching Catherine Slocum

Lydia Slocum
Jeff VanderMolen
Jill King NA NA Kyle and Laura 

Irwin
Curtis Grenier
Beto Park

Catherine Slocum
Beto Park 

Jeff VanderMolen
Glen Richards

Jon and Jenn 
Salmans

Curtis Grenier
Jill King

Jessica & Matthew 
Whipple Pre-K Club Teaching

Julia Richards
Alison 
VanderMolen

Jessica and 
Matthew Whipple NA NA Lydia Slocum

Mia Pellegrini
Rachel Evans
Brooke Balliet

Brooke Balliet
Alison 
VanderMolen

Jessica and 
Matthew Whipple

Julia Richards
Mia Pellegrini

Emma Slocum
Lydia Slocum

Sue Myers
Smith Family (2) Nursery

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Stephanie Sutfin

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Yolanda Grenier

TBD TBD
Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Sarah Bohnhoff

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Laura Irwin

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Stephanie Sutfin

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Smith Family (1)

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Joy Guilleux

Doria Savisky
Yolanda Grenier
Melissa Wilson

Beto Park
Keith Brednich Vestry Counters Ashley Savisky

Sarah Perry
Matthew Whipple
Jeff VanderMolen NA Beto Park

Ashley Savisky

Sarah Perry
Sarah 
VanderMolen

Beto Park
Jeff VanderMolen

Beto Park
Rhonda Smith

Matthew Whipple
Sarah Perry

Matthew Whipple
Sarah VanderMolen TBD

Potluck Hospitality Shopping Linda Stewart Beto Park NA Lisa and Linda Sarah 
VanderMolen Potluck Beto Park Sarah VanderMolen Lisa Jaeger Potluck

Potluck Hospitality Cooking Linda Stewart
Kyle & Laura Irwin

Lisa Jaeger
Jon and Jenn 
Salmans

NA Easter Team
Beth Pellegrini
Doria Savisky
Quiyan Li

Potluck
Hilary Warner
Beto Park
Rachel Evans

Jenn & Jon Salmans
Melissa Wilson

Lisa Jaeger
Kyle & Laura Irwin Potluck

Kyle Irwin
Jill King Centerpieces Blaine Myers

Grenier Family
Nam Ho-Nguyen
Jill King NA Easter Team

Jill King
Richard's Family
Jill King

Kyle Irwin
Jill King

Blaine Myers
Grenier Family

Nam Ho-Nguyen
Jill King

Beto Park
Jill King

James Bohnhoff
Jill King

Abby Eagleson
Blaine & Sue Myers

Hospitablity 
Clean-UP

VanderMolen 
Family
Frank Schmunk

Beto Park
Rachel Evans NA Easter Team Perry Family

Nam Ho-Nguyen
Mick VanNess
Hilary Warner

Slocum Family
Blaine & Suy Myers

Abby Eagleson
Rex Coughenger
VanderMolen 
Family

Rachel Evans
Beto Park
Frank Schmunk

Lisa Jaeger
Nam Ho-Nguyen
Mick Vanness

Beth Ann Brednich Prayer Requests Jessica Whipple Jessica Whipple NA Sarah Perry Sarah Perry Sarah Perry Melissa Wilson Jessica Whipple Jessica Whipple Melissa Wilson
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April and May Serving in Worship



Jonah’s Call Anglican Church
Worship with us weekly 

 • Sundays at 5:00 p.m.
 • Nursery available for infants 0-2
 • Pre-K Club for ages 3-5 
 • Kids’ Club for ages 6-12
 • Enjoy dinner after the service
 • Invite a friend!

Jonah’s Call publishes The Calling five times per year. 
It is also available online at jonahscall.org

Publisher: Catherine Slocum 
Editor and Production: Melissa Wilson
Photographer: Beto Park, Glen Richards
Artistic and Graphic Design: Jay Slocum

Jonah’s Call | 4729 Ellsworth Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15213 | jonahscall.com | jonahscall@jonahscall.org| 412-977-7751

March 1- Ash Wednesday Service
March 4- Pastor Jay 101.5 Word FM 5:00p
March 5- New Sermon Series Begins
March 11- Ruth’s House workday 9a-1p
March 12 -Daylight Savings Time Begins
March 18- Ruth’s House workday 9a-1p
March 26- Pot-Luck Bring a Dish to Share
March 31- April 1- Vestry-Staff Retreat
April 2- Palm Sunday 5p Worship Service
April 7- Pastor Jay 101.5 Word FM 5:00p
April 14- Good Friday 7p Homewood Chapel
April 16- Easter Festival Service 10a at 
Homewood Chapel

April 30- New Sermon Series Begins 
April 30- Pot-Luck Bring a Dish to Share
May 5- Pastor Jay 101.5 Word FM 5:00p
May 6- JC Annual Parenting Seminar
May 9- JC Team Leader Meeting 7p JC Office
May 14- Mother’s Day
May 23- Vestry Meeting 6:30-8:30p JC Office
May 28- Pot-Luck Bring a Dish to Share

Summer 2017 Dates
Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation: June 18
Confirmation classes offered June 3, 7, 10 and 
14
The Big Sale: August 26 w

Coming Up at Jonah’s Call
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