
STORYFINDING
By Michael Savisky

Recently, I completed my first feature 
length documentary film, “We Wear the 
Mask: The Hidden Face of Women in 

Poverty.” The project, initially meant to be a 10 
minute video, quickly ballooned into an hour 
long film. For 21 days, I documented the lives 
of three women, each with their own complex 
relationship with urban poverty.

Telling a story when you don’t really know 
where the story will go is by far the hardest part 
of the documentary process. In fact, it’s more like 
storyfinding than storytelling. In this case, these 
women were in the midst of many turning points 
with their families, their jobs, and their futures. 
Walking into the enormity of someone’s life 
and trying to package it neatly into a three act,       

60 minute structure can seem pretty daunting. 
You have to rely on the principles of storytelling 
to illuminate your way.

How do you do this? Well, Robert McKee (who 
wrote what most consider the bible of screen 
writing, simply titled “Story”) in his introduction 
to the book, tells us what a story is NOT. The 
first few are these: 

• Story is about principles, not rules. 
• Story is about eternal, universal forms, not 

formulas. 
• Story is about archetypes, not stereotypes.

To paraphrase McKee, a rule says You must do 
it this way. A principle says This is the way it 
was designed to work. A formula says that if you 
put A, B and C into something, you’ll get X, Y 
and Z out of it. A universal form says that there 
is something planted deep within us that makes 
a story good, beautiful and true, and it can’t be 
reduced to an equation. A stereotype cheapens 
the human experience by reducing humanity to 
a generic punch line. 
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The Calling

As Christians, I believe 
that story is built into our 
understanding of the way 
God ordered and continues 
to order the world, 
and I find it incredibly 
fulfilling to do the work of 
storyfinding in the context 
of documentary film.



come, on earth as it is in heaven.” It is his 
desire to bring heaven (his rule and realm) to 
earth. We might say, “Thy kingdom come, in 
Pittsburgh as it is in heaven.” Using Jesus’ 
parables, we will explore the rule and realm of 
God’s kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Join 
us.

November 12, 2017
From Possession to Stewardship
Matthew 19:16-30
Bishop Hobby
Imagine attempting to enter an airplane 
carrying a 52” flat screen TV. It’s not going to 
happen. When Jesus meets a rich young man, 
who is holding onto his possessions like a man 
attempting to enter a plane carrying a big TV, 
he says, “It will be hard for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God.” His point is that possessions have an 
ability to possess us. It is only when we learn 
from Jesus that our possessions are to be used 
to build and bring his kingdom as his faithful 
stewards that we become free from their grip 
upon us. Join us for this sermon on wealth and 
its godly use as we welcome Bishop Jim Hobby 
to Jonah’s Call for his annual visit. 

November 19, 2017
From Personal to Personhood
Matthew 22:1-14
Jay Slocum
What do you imagine belonging to look like? 
Having a place to call home, a family to belong 
to, being known by name. When Jesus teaches 
about his kingdom, it is a deeply personal 
matter. There are no anonymous citizens in 
his kingdom; only sons and daughters who 
are called by name. Though this may sound 
intimidating to some or limiting to others, it 
speaks to the deep longing that many of us feel 
in the modern age, to be known. Join us this 
week and invite a friend. 

November 26, 2017
From Rust to Eternity
Luke 12:22-34
Bishop Minns
What do you most cherish? Is it a person, 
a thing, an achievement, a set of values? 
When Jesus teaches us about his kingdom, 
he emphasizes over and over, that it is both 
cherished and enduring. Says Jesus, “Do not 
store up for yourselves treasures on earth 
where rust and corrode. Instead, store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven.” Join us this 
week as we welcome Bishop Martyn Minns who 
will be teaching us about treasures that endure.

An archetype wraps truth in a unique cultural 
expression, allowing its audience to understand 
both the truth and the culture a little better.

As Christians, I believe that story is built into 
our understanding of the way God ordered 
and continues to order the world, and I 
find it incredibly fulfilling to do the work of 
storyfinding in the context of documentary film. 
You are forced, by the craft, to look at life the 
way I presume God looks at our lives. It’s easy 
to think that a majority of your day is just a 
series of inconsequential, monotonous, even 
messy events, punctuated by the occasional 
hardship or reward. It’s easy to see others as 
stereotypes. It’s easy to reduce our faith to a 
collection of rules. 

But when we start looking at the story as His 
story, we gain a deeper appreciation for the 
very ordinary things we find ourselves doing 
every day. Things seem less messy and more 
meaningful (which they are). The monotony 
becomes an opportunity to meditate on God’s 
principles, rather than just plowing through 
a task because we already know all the rules. 
We gain a deeper love for the way Christ is 
revealing himself through relationships and 
circumstances when we don’t reduce them to 
stereotypes, but look for the truth wrapped in 
the cultural expression.

If you’re interested in learning more about 
We Wear the Mask, please check out 
wewearthemaskfilm.com. We will be keeping 
everyone posted on upcoming screenings via the 
website.

Kingdom Treasure 
2018

Jesus spoke of his Kingdom almost 
obsessively. He describes it as coming near, 
of having the likeness of a pearl, a treasure, 

a royal wedding banquet poorly attended, 
and a place where some will be welcomed 
and others refused entrance. For sure, the 
Kingdom that Jesus speaks of is a real place. 
It is of tremendous value. It includes people 
miraculously saved from sin and for a life of joy 
within it. This fall, we will explore the treasure 
of the Kingdom of God by studying the place 
of the kingdom, the people of the kingdom, the 
possessions of the kingdom and the stewardship 
of the kingdom. Join us for this important 
sermon series.

November 5, 2017
From Space to Place
Matthew 13:44-52
Jay Slocum
Imagine a kingdom. What did you see? A land, 
palaces, homes, people occupied in various 
forms of work, rest and play. A king!  When 
Jesus teaches about his Kingdom he describes it 
as a realm that is emerging here on earth over 
which he reigns. In fact, “The Lord’s Prayer” in 
which he taught us to pray says, “Thy kingdom 
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Jesus spoke of his Kingdom 

almost obsessively. He 

describes it as coming near, 

of having the likeness of a 

pearl, a treasure, a royal 

wedding banquet poorly 

attended, and a place where 

some will be welcomed and 

others refused entrance. 
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Welcoming The 
Newly Born
Psalm 139:13 
You made all the delicate, inner parts of my 
body and knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. (NLT)

Isaiah 44:24 
“This is what the LORD says -- your Redeemer, 
who formed you in the womb: I am the LORD, 
who has made all things, who alone stretched 
out the heavens, who spread out the earth by 
myself ...” (NIV)

“To be Queen Elizabeth within a definite 
area, deciding sales, banquets, labors and 
holidays; to be Whiteley within a certain area, 
providing toys, boots, sheets cakes and books, 
to be Aristotle within a certain area, teaching 
morals, manners, theology, and hygiene; I can 
understand how this might exhaust the mind, 
but I cannot imagine how it could narrow 
it. How can it be a large career to tell other 
people’s children about the Rule of Three, 
and a small career to tell one’s own children 
about the universe? How can it be broad to be 
the same thing to everyone, and narrow to be 
everything to someone? No; a woman’s function 
is laborious, but because it is gigantic, not 
because it is minute. I will pity Mrs. Jones for 
the hugeness of her task; I will never pity her 
for its smallness. G. K. Chesterton

Samuel James Irwin
Born October 4th, 2017
8lbs, 9.5oz and 21 inches long

Jane Eleanor 
Richards 
Born October 18th, 2017
6lbs 12oz and 20.5 inches long

“A woman’s function is 
laborious because it is 
gigantic, not because it 
is minute.”

Welcome to the 
Family of God

We thank you, Almighty God, for the 
gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit 
moved in the beginning of creation. 

Through it you led the children of Israel out of 
their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of 
John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as 
the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his 
death and resurrection, from the bondage of 
sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, 
for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried 
with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to 
your Son, we bring into his fellowship those 
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.

Amos Wisdom 
Savisky
Baptized on September 24, 2017

We thank you, 
Father, for the water 
of Baptism. In it 
we are buried with 
Christ in his death. 
By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through 
it we are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit.
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Bringing Hope 
and Healing
By Kaylynn Defusco

“Follow the model of Jesus in bringing hope 
and healing to the forgotten poor” - Mercy Ships 
mission statement. 

Little did I know when I first heard about 
Mercy Ships in middle school, that 15 years 
later I’d be writing you from Cameroon, 

attempting to be part of that mission. Mercy 
Ships is a Christian organization that offers 
free surgeries to people in coastal countries in 
Africa via a huge hospital ship. Next week I will 
be boarding the ship and will be working as one 
of the nurses that helps patients through the 
recovery process after surgery. 
 
During this past week I have been thinking a 
lot about what the forgotten poor means. One 
of the definitions I found for the word forget 
was “to give up hope for or expectations of.” I 
think that I too often forget both the materially 
poor and the poor in spirit in that sense of the 
word. My hope and expectations decrease too 
easily for the poor - including my own spirit 
when it is poor in nature. I think this season 
for me is going to be in part about intentionally 
remembering. Remembering pastor Jay’s words 
that ‘expectations affect outcome,’ remembering 
that five sparrows are sold for two pennies and 
yet not one of them is forgotten by God, and 
remembering that we as humans of all nations 
are made in God’s image and are even now 
being made new. 
 
Lord willing I will be in Cameroon until April 
of next year and although internet will be 
spotty you can reach me via email, Facebook or 
WhatsApp (I will not have regular cell phone 

service so I will not receive calls or texts during 
this time). I plan to write a monthly update of 
what I have been able to see God doing here and 
if you’d like to be included in the email updates 
please let me know at kaylynn.defusco@gmail.
com. 
 
Though I am not physically with you at Jonah’s 
Call in this season I have not forgotten you but 
conversely think of you with affection in my 
remembering.
 
You will continue to be in my prayers and I 
would be honored to be included in yours. 
 
With much love, 
Your sister in Christ, 
Kaylynn

Advent 2017

Beginning on the first Sunday in December, 
Jonah’s Call will prepare for the 
Christmas season using ancient patterns 

that allow us to celebrate the birth of Jesus in a 
deep and meaningful way. 

This ancient pattern can be found within the 
season of Advent. Advent 2017, which will 
observe the 22 days preceding Christmas, 
allows us to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ 
birth and His final return at the end of human 
history. In fact, Advent means the coming or 
arrival of an important person or day. Entering 
into Advent at home and in Church allows us 
to slow down and savor the meaning of this 
season. 

Advent Sermons
First Sunday of Advent
December 3, 2017
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Mark 13:24-37

Second Sunday of Advent
December 10, 2017
Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-8

Third Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2017
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Luke 1:46b-55 

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2017
Luke 2:1-7
Luke 2:8-20

Join Us on 
Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24th @ 6:30 p.m.

Join us this Christmas Eve in celebrating 
the birth of Jesus Christ as we celebrate 
with a dynamic service that will include 

traditional Christmas carols, candle lighting 
and readings from Luke’s Gospel, followed by a 
delicious Christmas buffet. If you have friends 
or neighbors who have no Church home, please 
invite them to join us.

NOTE: We will not have a Sunday Worship 
Service on Christmas Day.

A
d

ve
n

t 2017

The 
people 

walking 
in 

darkness 
have 

seen a 
great 
light

Kaylynn in Cameroon pictured with a group from Mercy 
Ships and Congregants of a local church.
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JC Haiti H2O Relay 
Team

There are many 
teams in my 
day-to-day 

life—the Pittsburgh 
Penguins hockey 
team, my Jonah’s 
Call Church team, my 
neighborhood team, my 
Everstrong workout 
team, the Pittsburgh 
Urban Christian 
School Robotics Team, 
the DeVinney Corn 
Hole team...you get the 
idea.   
  
One of the teams that 
brings me the greatest 
joy is the Haiti H2O Run for Hope team--women 
and men of all ages, ranging from 11 to 65! We 
run or walk a variety of distances, from 3.1 
miles to 26.2, but we are all united in making a 
difference in the lives of rural Haitians. 

This year we are asking the Jonah’s Call family 
to TEAM UP and help us make a difference 
in Haiti.  We need 5 teammates to unite to 
form the JC Haiti H2O Relay Team.  If you are 
interested in joining the team please drop me 
an email and I will give you all the details.  To 
learn more about what we’re up to at Haiti H2O 
check out our web page at www.haitih2o.org

Blessings, 
Sarah VanderMolen
Run for Hope Coordinator 
Haiti H2O
sdvander@haitih2o.org 

Welcome Haiti H2O 
New Director – 
Rhonda Smith

With kids heading back to school and 
the leaves starting to change we 
are indeed transitioning to the fall 

season. For many of our Haitian friends this 
time of year is also marked with what is known 
as the Hurricane season.  Many of you have 
joined us in prayer along with our friends in 
Haiti as several storms have all but missed 
the Southwest area that was devastated about 
a year ago.  We are grateful that additional 
damage did not occur so far this season, but we 
are also mindful of the continued long haul of 
recovery from Hurricane Matthew. 
Several months ago, with Director Sarah 
VanderMolen stepping down from years of 
faithful leadership, I asked for your prayers 
for Haiti H20 as we transitioned in finding 
a new Director.  I believe God has answered 
those prayers as I am thrilled to introduce 
Rhonda Smith as our new Director of Haiti H20.  
Rhonda brings with her tremendous experience 
in both the public and private sector including 
everything from work in public housing to 
Christian education. With her three kids 
now a little older, she desires to direct some 
of her energies and bring her knowledge and 
leadership experience to serve with Haiti H20. 
We are in our 10th year as an organization 
and it seems this is a promising season for 
deepening our relationships in the three 
communities of Bassin Caiman, St. Martain, 
and Plain Matin.  There are truly incredible 
opportunities on the horizon and we move 
forward with great hope.  Please join me in 
welcoming Rhonda as our new director.    

Doug Bradbury
Haiti H2O 
Board President

November 3-4, 2017
Diocesan Convention at St. Stephen’s Sewickley

November 5, 2017
4:00 PM Worship – new service time begins

November 11, 2017
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Christmas Card Photo 
Opportunity with photographers Glen and Julia 
Richards in the Nave

November 11, 2017
3:00 PM Wedding of Beto Park and Rachel 
Evans

November 12, 2017
Guest Preacher - Bishop Hobby. Pot-Luck 
Sunday, please bring a dish to share.

November 21, 2017
6:30 PM Vestry Meet in the JC Office

November 26, 2017
Advent Begins. Guest Preacher - Bishop Minns. 
Pot-Luck Sunday, please bring a dish to share.

December 5, 2017
7:00 PM Team Leaders Meet in the Jonah’s Call 
office 

December 19, 2017
6:00 PM Vestry Meet at the Slocum’s home

December 24, 2017
6:30 PM - Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 
followed by a Christmas Buffet

December 31, 2017 
4:00 PM Worship Service. 
Pot-Luck Sunday, please bring a dish to share.

Coming Up at Jonah’s Call 
November and December 2017

http://www.haitih2o.org
mailto:sdvander@haitih2o.org
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Serving In Corporate Worship: November & December 2017

11/05/17
November 12, 2017

Potluck
Bishop Visiting

11/19/17
11/26/17 

Thanksgiving & 
Potluck

12/03/17 12/10/17 12/17/17
12/24/17 

Christmas Eve
Buffet

12/31/17
New Year's Eve
Potluck Dinner

Welcoming 
Ushers Smith Family Bohnhoff Family Thomas & 

Jeannie Sadd
Beto Park 
Rachel Evans Smith Family Bohnhoff 

Family
Thomas & 
Jeannie Sadd Bohnhoff Family Laura Irwin

TBD

Liturgical 
Assistant Catherine Slocum N/A Sarah Perry Curtis Grenier Catherine Slocum Matthew Whipple Sarah Perry Francois Guilleux Curtis Grenier

Sermon Jay Slocum Bishop Hobby Jay Slocum Bishop Minns Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum
Announcemen
ts Catherine Slocum Jay Slocum Sarah Perry Curtis Grenier Catherine Slocum Matthew Whipple Sarah Perry Francois Guilleux Curtis Grenier
Communion 
Celebrant Jay Slocum Bishop Hobby Jay Slocum Bishop Minns Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Guest Preacher Jay Slocum Jay Slocum

Communion 
Assistants

Catherine 
Slocum

Curtis Grenier
Jay Slocum

Beto Park
Sarah Perry

Curtis Grenier
Jay Slocum

Blaine Myers
Catherine 

Matthew 
Whipple

Sarah Perry 
Beto Park

Kyle Irwin
Francois 

Curtis Grenier 
Glen Richards

Music Leader David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd

Tech Set up Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green
Powerpoint Kyle Irwin Joy Guilleux James Bohnhoff Kyle Irwin Joy Guilleux Kyle Irwin James Bohnhoff TBD Kyle Irwin
Kids' Club 
Teaching

Curtis Grenier             
Jill King

Catherine Slocum
TBD

Jeff 
VanderMolen       

Curtis Grenier              
Beto Park

Jeff 
VanderMolen     

Catherine 
Slocum      

Curtis Grenier             
Jill King N/A N/A

Pre-K Club 
Teaching

Ashley Savisky
Molly Smith

Lydia Slocum
Alison VanderMolen

Jessica & 
Matthew 

Rachel Evans              
Penny Pan

Jessica & 
Matthew 

Lydia Slocum
Penny Pan

Ashley Savisky
Alison N/A N/A

Hospitality Set 
up/Centerpiec N/A Kyle Irwin (Set-up)

Jill King N/A Kyle Irwin (Set-
up) N/A N/A N/A Bryan Perry (Set-

up)
Glen Richards 
(Set-up)

Hospitablity 
Clean-UP N/A

VanderMolen 
Family 
Perry Family

N/A

Blaine & Sue 
Myers
Abby Eagleson
Rachel Evans             

N/A N/A N/A
Cori Schipani            
Abby Eagleson         
Perry Family

Slocum Family         
Irwin Family 

Prayer 
Requests

Jessica 
Whipple Sarah Perry Sarah Perry Sarah Perry Sarah Perry Jessica 

Whipple
Jessica 
Whipple Jessica Whipple Jessica Whipple

Prayer-Min Jill King
Linda Stewart

Emily Sadd
Linda Stewart

Jill King
Bryan Perry

Emily Sadd
Bryan Perry

Verger Andrew Sadd Andrew Sadd Andrew Sadd Andrew Sadd Andrew Sadd Andrew Sadd

Emily Sadd
Linda Stewart

Bryan Perry
Brooke Balliet

Jill King
Emily Sadd

Linda Stewart
Jill King

Bryan Perry
Brooke Balliet

Nursery
Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Tim Savisky

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Keith Brednich

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Tim Savisky

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky           
Laura Irwin

Vestry 
Counters

Matthew 
Whipple
Rhonda Smith

Ashley Savisky
Jeff VanderMolen

Sarah Perry
Beto Park

Matthew Whipple
Ashley Savisky

Sarah Perry               
TBD

Matthew Whipple
Ashley Savisky

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Joy Guilleux

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Sarah 
Bohnhoff

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Tim Savisky

Christmas Eve 
Team

New Year's                  
Eve Team

Andrew Sadd Andrew Sadd Andrew Sadd

Rhonda Smith
Beto Park

Beto Park
Ashley 
Savisky

Sarah Perry
Jeff 
VanderMolen

Francois Guilleux Curtis Grenier
Scripture
Reader Catherine Slocum Mama Sharri Sarah Perry Curtis Grenier Catherine Slocum Matthew Whipple Sarah Perry



Worship with us weekly 
 • Sundays at 4:00 p.m.

 • Nursery available for infants 0-2

 • Pre-K Club for ages 3-5 
 • Kids’ Club for ages 6-12
 • Enjoy a Pot-luck dinner the last Sunday of each month 

 • Invite a friend!

Jonah’s Call | 4729 Ellsworth Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15213 | jonahscall.com | jonahscall@jonahscall.org| 412-977-7751

Jonah’s Call
Anglican Church
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