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The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.



T
his season, Jonah’s Call will prepare for Christmas 
using ancient patterns that allow us to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus in a deep and meaningful way. 
This ancient pattern can be found within the 

season of Advent. Advent uses the 4 weeks that precede 
Christmas to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth 
and for his final coming when he will usher us into 
his consummated kingdom. In fact, Advent means the 
coming or arrival of an important person or day. Entering 
into Advent at home and in Church, allows us to slow 
down and savor the meaning of this season. 

First, buy or make an Advent calendar to mark the 
coming of Christmas.

Second, use an Advent wreath for daily worship from 
November 28th to December 24th. An Advent wreath 
has five candles - one for each week of Advent positioned 
in a circle with a fifth candle in the center of the wreath. 
In this booklet we include the meaning of each week’s 
Advent candle, as well as verses to read when it is lit. 
We also include a verse of the hymn, “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel” as well as the prayer for each of the weeks of 
Advent. 

Third, be sure to participate fully in the life of Jonah’s 
Call during this season.

Advent Sermons
First Sunday of Advent
December 3, 2017
Isaiah 64:1-9 
Mark 13:24-37

Second Sunday of Advent
December 10, 2017
Isaiah 40:1-11
Mark 1:1-8

Third Sunday of Advent
December 17, 2017
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Luke 1:46b-55 

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 24, 2017
Luke 2:1-7
Luke 2:8-20

Join Us on 
Christmas Eve
Sunday, December 24th @ 6:30 p.m.

J
oin us this Christmas Eve in celebrating 
the birth of Jesus Christ as we celebrate 
with a dynamic service that will include 
traditional Christmas carols, candle lighting 

and readings from Luke’s Gospel, followed by a 
delicious Christmas buffet. If you have friends or 
neighbors who have no Church home, please invite 
them to join us.

W
e light the first candle daily during our main 
meal. It is the prophecy candle or the candle 
of hope. We have hope because God is faithful 
and will keep the promises made to us. 

A Reading from Scripture:
“And again Isaiah says,  ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the 
one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 
shall hope.’ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:12-13) 

Lighting the Advent Candle and Singing:
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs. 1 & 4) 

vs. 1 
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

vs. 4
O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Prayer:
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time 
of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to 
visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Daily Devotional Readings for Advent 1  

Jesus, the Coming King

Monday, December 4th 
Matt 21:1-11 
Jesus comes as a King who brings peace

Tuesday, December 5th 
Matt 21:12-22 
Jesus comes to confront greed and heal wounds

Wednesday, December 6th
Matt 21:23-32 
Jesus comes to lift up the humble and oppose the proud

Thursday, December 7th 
Matt 21:33-46
Jesus comes to break the cycle of human rebellion

Friday, December 8th
Matt 22:1-14 
Jesus comes to invite the outsiders to come in

Saturday, December 9th 
Matt 22:15-22 
Jesus comes to restore integrity

Advent 1 (December 3rd to December 9th)Advent: The Light of Christ



We light the second candle daily during our main 
meal. It is the Bethlehem candle or candle of 
preparation. God kept his promise of a Savior who 

would be born in Bethlehem. Preparation means to “get 
ready”. 

A Reading from Scripture: 
As it is written in the book of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.” ’ (Luke 3:4-6)

Lighting the Advent Candle and Singing:
 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs. 1 & 5)

vs. 1 
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

vs. 5
O come, O come, Thou Lord of Might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud, and majesty, and awe.
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Prayer:
Merciful God, who sent your messenger the prophets to 
preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Daily Devotional Readings for Advent 2   

Kingdoms in Conflict      

Monday, December 11th 
Matt 22:23-33 
Jesus comes to ensure everlasting life

Tuesday, December 12th 
Matt 22:34-46 
Jesus comes to fulfill the law

Wednesday, December 13th 
Matt 23:1-12 
Jesus confronts the hypocrisy of false pride

Thursday, December 14th
Matt 23:13-26
Jesus confronts the hypocrisy of false religion

Friday, December 15th
Matt 23:27-39 
Jesus confronts the hypocrisy of false reputations

Saturday, December 16th
Matt 24:1-14 
Jesus warns us about false teaching

We light the third candle (pink) daily during our 
main meal. It is the shepherd candle or candle of 
joy. The angels sang a message of joy when the 

heralded the birth of Christ. 

A Reading from Scripture:
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger.         (Luke 2:7-15)

Lighting the Advent Candle and Singing:
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs. 1 & 6)

vs. 1 
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

vs. 6 
Oh, come, our Dayspring from on high, 
And cheer us by your drawing nigh, 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel!

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Prayer:
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come 
among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

Daily Devotional Readings for Advent 3  

Kingdom Warnings

Monday, December 18th 
Matt 24:15-31 Jesus warns us of a final judgment

Tuesday, December 19th 
Matt 24:32-44 
Jesus warns us to be ready to be received into glory

Wednesday, December 20th 
Matt 24:45-51
Jesus warns us to steward our resources

Thursday, December 21st
Matt 25:1-13 
Jesus warns us to seek divine wisdom in preparing for his 
coming 

Friday, December 22nd 
Matt 25:14-30  
Jesus warns us again to steward our resources

Saturday, December 23rd
Matt 25:31-46  
Jesus warns us to love those whom he loves

Advent 3   (December 17th to December 23rd)Advent 2   (December 10th to December 16th)



We light the fourth candle daily during our main 
meal. It is the angel candle or candle of love. The 
angels announced the good news of a Savior.  God 

sent his only Son to earth to save us, because he loves us.

A Reading from Scripture:
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. (John 3:16-17)

Lighting the Advent Candle and Singing:
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (vs. 1 & 7)

vs. 1 
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

vs. 7 
Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Oh, bid our sad divisions cease, 
And be yourself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel! 

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Prayer:
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily 
visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may 
find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Christmas Eve through Christmas DayAdvent 4   (December 24th)

We light the center candle (white) on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. It is the Christ candle 
(white) and represents Christ himself. On these 

days we celebrate Christ’s birth and the hope of his return.

A Reading From Scripture:
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on 
them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 
joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as 
on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping 
warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall 
be burned as fuel for the fire.  For a child has been 
born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His authority 
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish 
and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:2-7)

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
which is Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11)

Prayer:
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to 
take our nature upon him, and to be born (this day) of a 
pure virgin; Grant that we, who have been born again 
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily 
be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor 
and glory, now and forever. Amen.



Jonah’s Call
4729 Ellsworth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15213
jonahscall.com
jonahs411.blogspot.com
412-977-7751

Worship with us weekly 
 • Sundays at 5:00 p.m.
 • Nursery available for infants 0-3
 • Kid’s Club for ages 4-12
 • Join us for dinner after the service
 • Invite a friend!


