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In his book, Uncommon Decency, Richard 
Mouw states that, “To be good citizens, we 
must learn to move beyond relationships 

that are based exclusively on familiarity and 
intimacy . We must learn how to behave among 
strangers, to treat people with courtesy not 
because we know them, but simply because 
we see them as human beings like ourselves. 
When we learn the skills of citizenship, Aristotle 
taught, we have begun to flourish in our 
humanness.” 
Sunday, April 30  1 Samuel 24:1-22
Convicted Civility
In the first book of Samuel, Israel transitions 
from a tribal state to a full fledged nation. Their 
first king, Saul, fails God, choosing instead to 
abuse his position and usurp the authority of 
his co-ruler, the prophet, Samuel. God rejects 
Saul and chooses David to be the next king of 
Israel. However, the transition does not happen 
for decades and much of David’s life as a young 
man is spent being persecuted by King Saul. In 
chapter 24 of 1 Samuel, David confronts Saul in 
a way that is both kind and stark in it truthful 
veracity. Having found Saul in a place of 
vulnerability, David decides to show him mercy. 
The act is so radical that it causes Saul to weep 
and to exclaim that David is more righteous 
than he. At the same time, David demands 
that God judge between the two of them to 
determine who is right and who is wrong. David 
is both kind and truthful in his treatment of the 
ruler of Israel, exhibiting what we will caling, 
convicted civility. In this sermon, Jonah’s Call 
will examine how these two men conducted 
themselves and what we might learn about how 
we can live in the face of opposition in our time 
with convicted civility.
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Civility
The manners we use to live together as 
a people, particularly in ways that show 
kindness to others.
Lawn Mowing
When we mow our lawns, we are being civil. 
The lawn of many suburban Americans 
indicates the physical border between 
neighbors. It is where our lives physically 
touch. The reason mowing one’s lawn has 
such significance in suburbia is because it 
indicates our willingness to show kindness to 
our neighbors.
Eating Together
When we use a serving spoon to share a 
common dish of food, we are expressing 
civility.
SHHHH! The Library
Agreeing to be quiet in the library is a form 
of civility. We are all agreeing that reading is 
best done in silence.
The Red Light
Stopping at red lights is a form of civility. We 
are literally agreeing to yield to one another 
as we travel together. 
Holy Communion
Christ was so eager to see us express 
kindness toward one another that he 
established a sacred meal that we share 
weekly. Eating this meal show us that we are 
in communion with God and one another.

Convicted Civility
The ways we express beliefs or attempt to 
correct social wrongs in manners that are both 
truthful and kind. 
It is not always possible to be in harmony 
with those around us. As Christians, we 
do not confuse politeness with blind or 
mindless deference. Since we live in a world 
that is both perpetually changing as well as 
sinful and unjust, we will need to find ways 
to develop new manners or protocols and 
challenge prevailing ways of life in order to 
maintain a civil society.
The Yard Sign
Just as the cleanly mowed lawn expresses 
civility in the suburbs, the neatly placed 
yard sign expresses convicted civility in any 
private property across the country; Stop 
Fracking, Refugees Welcome Here, Feel the 
Bern, Stop Abortion, Stop Shooting, etc.

The Social Media Post
From Facebook to Twitter, social media 
has become a powerful personal outlet for 
convicted civility allowing people all over the 
world to express their ideas about the beliefs 
they wish to share and ways they wish to 
bring civility to the world.
The Protest
Our first amendment is an incredible 
example of convicted civility stating that, 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.”
Robert’s Rules of Order
From making a “point of order” to stating, “I 
object to consideration of this question” most 
formal business meetings are built around 
Robert’s Rules of Order, allowing us to kindly 
disagree in ways that help organizations run 
well.
The Peace
In the center of the Anglican liturgy for 
communion, participants have a chance to 
exchange the peace. “The Peace of the Lord be 
with you” says the Priest. The congregation 
responds, “And with your Spirit.” This 
mechanism is a reminder to us to work out 
differences before we enter into communion 
with God and others before we eat the body 
and drink the blood of Christ. Paul warns us 
not to take communion lightly and the ritual 
of exchanging the peace allows us to seek 
reconciliation every week before we partake.

3 Elements of Convicted Civility
Personally Present
Convicted civility is not possible without our 
personal involvement. As property owners, 
citizens, members, etc., we are personally 
involved; not anonymous observers. Hooded 
thugs, gossips, and internet trolls take 
the easy route of keeping their name out 
of their protest, but do much damage. If 
we post online, send an email, or object in 
a meeting, we ought to have our names 
attached. Convicted civility is not anonymous. 
Likewise, if we desire to protest, we ought to 
be willing to show up in person.
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Truthful-Kindness
Responding truthfully to a Facebook post, 
placing a sign in our yard, supporting a 
cause or a candidate, or engaging in a public 
debate are important aspects of expressing 
conviction. However, if we do not consider 
the affect we will have on our friends when 
we post or speak, or if we do not conduct our 
protest in a way that honors others, we can do 
more damage to bringing about a more civil 
society than if we were silent.

Vulnerability
Whenever we engage in an act of convicted 
civility, we are making ourselves vulnerable. 
Often, we are going against a norm or 
challenging an injustice. Stating an objection 
in a meeting is as courageous an act as 
being on the front line of a protest. When 
we are willing to be named and to state our 
conviction in ways that are kind, we will feel 
vulnerable. Convictions that insulate us from 
conflict or danger most often lack the ability 
to be both kind and truthful.

Applying These Elements
If I post my political opinions anonymously 
online, I may be stating a truth but I am not 
allowing myself to be vulnerable or accepting 
personal responsibility for my convictions. 
Often, it is very easy for people to be mean 
when they are being anonymous or when 
we are not physically present to others. If I 
plant a sign stating my support of refugees, 
I am taking personal responsibility, making 
myself vulnerable and openly expressing 
an accepted way of protest based upon the 
first amendment. However, if I go around 
placing signs in my neighbor’s yards without 
their consent, I am NOT helping my cause. 
Convicted civility is personal, truthful, kind, 
and a courageous act that often causes us to 
feel vulnerable in our desire to bring about 
change as we live with those who are different 
from us. 

1. How kind are you toward others?
Unkind Very Kind
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10

2. How strongly do you express your 
convictions to others?
I don’t  very strongly
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
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