
Core Values, New 
Wine Skins, Dump 
Trucks and Prime 
Real Estate

By Jay Slocum

In the fall of 2007, Jonah’s Call was still an 
idea. By November of 2007, it had become a 
loose gathering of interested people meeting 
weekly in a run down room above the Parish 
Hall of the Church of the Ascension. By the 

time we were ready to “launch” in 
April of 2008, we had developed 
a pretty clear idea of the kind of 
church to which God was calling us 
to become. 

Ten years later, much of the original vision 
for Jonah’s Call Anglican Church is a reality. 
I recently dug up some of our core values from 
a decade ago. I want to share them with you 
for two reasons. First, I want you to know 
that, with God’s help, dreams and visions can 
become realities. Second, I want you to know 
there are times in the life of a church that 
require us to dream new dreams and to cast 
new visions. 

Core Values
Here are the values we committed to in 2008 
that have shaped Jonah’s Call:
Creative Worship
Truth: God’s Word will take a central role in 
our worship. The Truth will set us free.
Beauty: worship will powerfully express 
God’s beauty as creative teams serve together 
to make Sundays a multi-sensory worship 
experience.
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Participation: adults and children will 
consider worship to be the most powerful 
experience of the week. After church many 
will gather to talk, connect, eat, and enjoy the 
Sabbath.
Connecting Neighbors
Relationships: we will strive to love one 
another by sharing life together, especially 
through intentional small groups.
Missional Living: we will intentionally form 
authentic friendships with pre-Christians as we 
eat, play, work, and take part in the life of the 
city. 

Transforming Life
The Gospel: we will see lives transformed by 
proclaiming that we are rebellious creatures 
who, though loved by God, are in constant need 
of His grace and forgiveness.
Formation: we will see relationships, families, 
and society transformed by allowing our beliefs 
to be reordered and shaped by the whole of 
God’s Inspired Word (The Bible).

Shaping Culture
Place: we will contribute to the city by serving 
in ways that make Pittsburgh a great place to 
work, live, and raise a family.
Justice: we will reach the city by helping to 
bring justice to the oppressed.
Economy: we will reach the city by making 
sure that our service adds to the overall 
economy of the city, financially, aesthetically, 
socially, and spiritually.

In the past ten years, we have formed into a 
beautiful church that lives out the Gospel in 
some incredible ways. At our inception, we 
hoped to become a church that would be a home 
for pre-Christians to find a saving relationship 
with Jesus. And although we continue to have 
a burning desire to see all mankind come 
under the rule of our Lord, what we have been 
most effective in doing is to help those who 

join Jonah’s Call (mostly Christians) establish 
a living relationship with Jesus in the whole 
of their lives. We have added many to our 
numbers over the years. In fact hundreds of 
people have come to Jonah’s Call and found a 
haven of Gospel teaching, whole life formation, 
a love for beauty, deep and caring community, 
generous hospitality, and the ability to establish 
themselves as Christian singles, or young 
couples, or newly weds, or young families, 
or growing families, in the life of the city of 
Pittsburgh. 

If we were to add to the original values, I 
believe most members of Jonah’s Call would 
agree that whole life discipleship, worship in 
work, rest and play, a life of prayer, ministry 
to singles, children, and young families, and 
responsible stewardship could be added to our 
list.

If you could add a value, either one that you 
see us living out well as a church, or one that 
we ought to embrace to become stronger and 
healthier, what would it be?

New Wine Skins
In Matthew 6:17, Jesus said, “No one pours 
new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the 
skins will burst; the wine will run out and 
the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour 
new wine into new wineskins, and both 
are preserved.” In this passage, Jesus was 
describing the reality of his coming and the 
need to adapt to the new life he had brought in 
comparison to some of the ways that no longer 
fit the reality of his presence among them. 
Because of this teaching, we often use the term 
old and new wine skins to describe the need to 
adapt to changing realities. At Jonah’s Call, 
we are in a season where we need to adapt to 
changing realities. We want to put new wine 
into new wine skins.
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On June 4th, Bishop Hobby visited Jonah’s 
Call. Along with Matthew Whipple,  our senior 
Warden, they described the changes that have 
taken place at Jonah’s Call and discussed some 
of the transitions that will occur in the next few 
months. These include:
• 8-weeks to Worship in Parish Hall (June 25 - 
August 13)
• 2 Additional Pot-Lucks in July 2 and August 6 
• Visits from our Consultant, Bishop Trevor 
Walters
• “Let’s Talk” Gatherings: June 27, July 9, 
August 6, August 8
• Rector going part-time beginning July 1
• No Big Sale this summer.

During the summer, we will be thinking and 
praying about our next season as a church 
and how we can best respond to God’s lead 
as Jonah’s Call moves into its tenth year as a 
church. In addition to asking the Lord, “Who do 
you want us to reach in the next 10 years?,” we 
will also be seeking to discern where and when 
we worship. Presently, our worship time and 
location offer us a mixed blessing. In the next 
few months, we want to address the challenges 
and benefits of our space as we seek to adapt to 
the changes we face as a congregation.

Dump Trucks
When I was a boy, my dad took me and my 
two brothers out of school once a month on a 
Friday to drive 30 miles into the mountains 
to cut down trees so that we would have fuel 
for the wood burning stove that heated our 
home in the winters. We drove in a huge dump 
truck and it rattled and bucked the whole trip. 
However, after we had spent the day loading it 
with fire wood, it drove like a Cadillac; smooth 
as glass down through the mountains to our 
home. Worshipping in the nave at Church of the 
Ascension has always been like driving a dump 
truck into the mountains; it’s a bumpy ride 
when it is empty and rides like a Cadillac when 
it is full. Over the years, we have tried many 
ways to accommodate this dilemma. The space 

feels amazing when there are 300-400 filling 
it. When there are 75-100 in the space, sound 
and energy diffuses and though we still feel the 
bigness of our great God in this beautiful space, 
we struggle to feel the intimacy and unity that 
occurs when we are gathered in smaller spaces. 

Prime Real Estate
How hard would it be for you or I to secure 
retail space in Squirrel Hill’s business district 
on Forbes Avenue between the hours of 12:00 
midnight and 5:00 am? Most likely, the answer 
would be, “Not that hard” since there is a huge 
disparity between prime-time and off-time real 
estate. Likewise, prime-time for church is 9:00 
am to 11:00 am on a Sunday Morning. That is 
prime real estate. These slots are highly sought 
after and hard to acquire. Conversely, getting 
a 5:00 p.m. slot to worship is, “Not that hard.” 
In fact, if you or I tried to run a retail shop 
between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 5:00 
am on Forbes Avenue, we could easily go out of 
business. In comparison, that Jonah’s Call has 
been able to maintain health and growth for 
nine years in its current time slot is incredible. 
It means that we are a powerful church. As we 
consider who God wants us to reach over the 
next few months and how we need to adapt 
to the changes that have occurred in our life 
together, it will be wise for us to consider when 
and where we worship on Sunday as a vital 
element.

Over the next two months, Jonah’s Call will 
be working to refine its core values so that we 
can be true to God’s Call for us to reach the 
City with the Gospel. During that time, we 
will transition into some new realities. It is 
likely that a change in time and place will be a 
part of the transition that we are making as a 
congregation. Please be sure to be in prayer and 
conversation with our leadership as we move 
through this season in our life together. 
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Easter 2017
Alleluia, He has Risen!
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Easter 2017
Alleluia, He has Risen!
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Many thanks to Glen and Julia Richards for their 
spectacular photographs. Visit them at wearetherichards.com



Join us in the Parish 
Hall this Summer - 
Starting June 25th!

As we move into the summer as a church 
the leadership team has decided to move 
our full service into the Parish Hall for 

eight weeks this summer (June 25 - August 13). 
This move will alleviate some of the regular 
week to week workload we experience during 
the rest of the year, but more importantly it 
will give us the opportunity to gather in a more 
intimate way as a community.  

Along with the move we will also be holding two 
extra pot lucks in July and August - on July 2 
and August 6.  

We look forward to worshiping together as a 
community.

*Please note that the doors into the nave will be 
locked, so please use the red doors off the ramp 
entrance (those closest to the parish hall).

Worship and 
Architecture

By David Sadd

In a previous ministry, I was in charge of the 
band at what can only be described as an 
abundantly equipped youth group. We had 

a great room with a stage, video projectors, a 
sound system better than the average church’s 
main sanctuary, theatrical lighting and even 
a fog machine (which was never used because 
I was in charge). It was a great space and was 
also directly under the rest rooms on the floor 
above. During a winter freeze, the pipes burst 
and flooded the youth room, and we had to move 
elsewhere.

That elsewhere turned out to be a white box of 
a room with tables and chairs, no sound system, 
florescent tube lighting in a low ceiling, and I 
still wouldn’t bring out the fog machine. But, 
something happened. As the band focused on 
worshiping God without all the support they 
had, the worship exploded. The kids were 
singing loudly and fully engaged and worship 
was much more powerful than it had been 
in the theater environment. For that youth 
group, the move to a much smaller and more 
interactive space was extremely important to 
their growth as worshipers.

Dr. David Taylor says that if left un-examined, 
architecture always wins. What a space says 
about God is very powerful. No one needs 
reminding of the majesty of God in a cathedral, 
but His intimate love could go unnoticed. 

Churches with powerful sound systems in dark 
rooms might convey God’s immense power. 
Likewise, the transcendence of God can be 
harder to convey in your living room.
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As we move from the Nave of the church to the 
parish hall, the sense of space will be changing 
significantly. The room is smaller; we won’t be 
in pews; there’s no epic mural in the front wall; 
the acoustics are very different. I’m sure you 
can think of dozens of other ways in which our 
worship will be affected by the space we will be 
inhabiting.

This is not a new challenge. Ever since God 
established the Tabernacle in the desert, place 
and environment have been an important 
component in worship. The destruction of the 
Temple remains a heartbreaking cornerstone 
of what it means to be a Jew even thousands of 
years later. Even the Samaritan woman in John 
4 asks Jesus where the correct place for true 
worship is. But, Jesus doesn’t give answer that 
she expects: “Neither.” And He continues, “Yet a 
time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit 
and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks.” John 4: 23

As we look towards the future and what God 
has for Jonah’s Call both to receive and to 
minister, we are moving into a new physical 
space. We’ll have to see what that space feels 
like and how it works. It’s only for a season as 
we pray for the specifics of this next season with 

the Lord. But, as we worship I encourage you to 
look for the Lord’s provision of His presence.
Remember that as amazing a structure as the 
Temple was, both architecturally and because 
it was literally the official dwelling place of 
God, it was also incomplete. It was while Jesus 
was on the cross that the huge, thick curtain 
separating the Most Holy Place from the people 
was torn “from top to bottom.” And, at Pentecost 
that the Shekinah Glory of God fulfilled the 
long-promised move from the Temple to the 
hearts of His people.

As we gather in a new space and look forward 
to gathering in other new spaces in the future 
rejoice that “The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus 
from the dead lives in you. And just as God 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead, He will give 
life to your mortal bodies by the same Spirit 
living within you.” Romans 8:11

“What a space says about 
God is very powerful. 
No one needs reminding 
of the majesty of God 
in a cathedral, but His 
intimate love could go 
unnoticed.” 
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Welcome Laura 
Irwin: Parish 
Administrator

We are grateful for Laura Irwin stepping into 
the position of parish administrator beginning 
June 1st. As many of you know Melissa Wilson 
has stepped down after three years of faithful 
service. The transition has been incredibly 
smooth, thanks to Melissa, we are looking 
forward to this new season in our staff team.

I grew up in Lancaster County, PA in a 
Mennonite family attending a United 
Methodist church. Our family had attended 

that same church across the street from our 
house for 5 generations. My brother’s and my 
handprints decorated the walls of the youth 
rooms, and my great-grandparents’ graves lay 
just outside in the cemetery. That building and 
its people were family.

I moved to Pittsburgh in 2011, to begin 
studying biology at the University of 
Pittsburgh. Throughout my time in college, I 
was a part of several churches and Christian 
campus organizations. Yet none of them offered 
the same familial warmth and closeness I’d 
experienced as a child. That is, until several 
other friends and I walked into your doors. 
Jonah’s Call has been my home church ever 
since. This community has walked with me 
through some of the most exciting times of 
my adult life so far, including leaving college, 
getting engaged, getting married, and now, 
entering motherhood. 

That’s why I’m so excited to serve this family 
as Parish Administrator, helping to take care of 
the administrative and behind-the-scenes needs 
we have. Melissa Wilson has so beautifully 
filled this position before me, and my goal is to 
make this transition go as smoothly as possible. 

I will be working on a part-time basis, mostly 
from our home in Point Breeze. This allows me 
to spend lots of time with my son, Daniel, and 
our new baby expected in September. Apart 
from this work, I enjoy cooking, finding any 
excuse to be outside, and continuing to discover 
God’s love for me.  

I look forward to getting to know all of you 
better in this position.  If you need anything, or 
have questions, please don’t hesitate to call or 
email. Daniel loves to hear new voices on the 
phone. 

Take good care,
Laura Irwin
l.irwin@jonahscall.org
717-824-6982
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Serving as Verger:
Getting to know 
Zach Wilson
 
We are grateful for our vergers at Jonah’s Call. 
These are the folks who work behind-the-scenes 
to ensure our worship service runs smoothly. We 
are grateful for Zach Wilson coming early each 
week to help set-up for worship.
 

By Zach Wilson
 

I have lived in the Pittsburgh area the majority 
of my life.  I used to tell people I grew up 
in the middle of the woods of southwestern 

Pennsylvania, but that really doesn’t do it 
justice. The dirt road I lived on had no real 
name and was simply listed as ‘Rural Route 90’ 
for most of my childhood. I temporarily moved 
away to attend Eastern University, outside 
Philly, where I earned my degree in History. 
While I was there I  learned a lot about the 
mystery of faith, and contracted an abiding love 
of train travel. Melissa and I met at Eastern 
and - making up in sheer persistence what 
I lacked in social graces - I somehow got her 
to ask me out. Following Eastern I returned 
home to earn my masters in teaching from 
Waynesburg University. 

Growing up I attended a very rural church 
which was technically Disciples of Christ 
but was so loosely affiliated with the 
denomination that it might as well have been 
non-denominational. I was first introduced to 
Anglicanism while in college. 

Currently Melissa and I live in Wilkinsburg 
with our daughter Brynn (and soon to have our 
second child - due at the end of June) and teach 
at Pittsburgh Urban Christian School.  I’m 
going on my 10th year at PUCS teaching middle 

school history and a little bit of science and 
generally get away with anything I want (e.g. 
medieval weapon demonstrations, suspending 
bowling balls from the ceiling, and burying 
mummies in the back yard).

I’m a nearly-off-the-chart introvert. I enjoy 
the company of trees more than most people, 
and I often think that if I weren’t a Christian 
I would make a really good neo-pagan druid. 
As it is my faith and understanding of theology 

is deeply and confusingly enmeshed with and 
influenced by transcendentalist poetry, ancient 
Greek cynicism, the writings of C.S. Lewis and 
Wendell Berry as well as a rock solid belief in 
the doctrine of absolute depravity. I read a lot; 
mostly histories these days but also a great deal 
of high fantasy and occasional travel narratives.
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Heading to Hawaii: 
Summer Missions

By Brooke Balliet and Elaina Sadd

We are excited to announce that we 
have the privilege of participating 
in the 21 project through Circuit 

Riders in Kona, Hawaii this July.  Through 
the 21 project, we will spend time learning 
how to use our relationships with Christ to 
lead cultural movements in both personal 
and corporate settings. We are participating 
in a “worship leading” track.  This means we 
will receive musical coaching, participate in 
workshops related to leading a group into an 
experience with Christ, as well as participate 
in collaborative projects specifically targeted to 
develop our skills as effective worship leaders.  

Through committing ourselves to this trip, 
it has been amazing to see the Lord’s fierce 
involvement in his provision for us.  
Elaina has seen God move through favor 
and blessing in her workplace.  She shared 
her intentions of this trip with a coworker, 
and a guest in the coffee shop overheard.  
He approached her and explained he was a 

believer, and that The Lord impressed it on his 
heart to give her a gift. So he handed her one 
hundred dollars!  This is only one instance of 
how the Lord delights to provide and care for  
our plans when we are in alignment with Him.
If you would like to hear more about this 
experience, and many more, or how to support 
us, please speak with one of us and we would 
be glad to share our journey with you!
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ourselves to this 
trip, it has been 
amazing to see 

the Lord’s fierce 
involvement in his 

provision for us.”  



Reflections on 
Discipleship and Play

by Curtis Grenier

Curtis Grenier served this past academic year as 
our seminarian. We are excited to invite him into 
a pastoral assistant role this summer. He will 
take on various areas of our parish life including 
helping to get our mentoring and shepherding 
programs off the ground. He is also spending 
time this summer studying the theology of play.
 

What does it mean to grow spiritually? 
What does spiritual maturity look 
like? I have been asking these 

questions ever since I became a Christian. I 
want to be a mature Christ-follower. As I read 
my Bible and as I worship with my adopted 
brothers and sisters in Christ, I recognize 
that we worship a really big God who loves 
us lavishly. There is no limit to God’s loving 
kindness. We are truly children of God. When 
I think about spiritual growth in light of God’s 
love, I conclude that maturity is internalizing 
God’s love for us. It has to sink down deep into 
our hearts, into the very core of our being.

You may say, “Okay, Curtis. Those are lofty 
thoughts, but how does that help? What does 
that look like?” I am convinced that it looks like 
a child at play. Throughout the Scriptures, God 
is exhorting his people not to fear and to take 
heart. It is almost as if God is telling us, “Relax! 
I’ve got this.” In light of all of the serious 
challenges we face in our lives (as individuals 
AND as a congregation), we are to have a child-
like trust that God has a plan and that He is 
smiling down on us in love. 

Here is where spiritual maturity looks like 
a child at play. Have you ever watched a 
child playing? Consider the wonder, the total 
engagement, the innocent beauty, the freedom. 
If all of our concerns are turned over to an 
omnipotent and loving God, then we do not need 
to worry (Matt 5:25-34). We can delight in the 
care God is giving us. We are free to respond 
in wonder. As disciples of Christ, shouldn’t we 
become like children and model our life after 
them?

 

Page 11



Page 12

When St. Peter writes a letter to the 
church encouraging the disciples of 
Jesus, he follows a pattern. First, 

he declares the reality of God at work in 
their lives, saving them, cleansing them, 
establishing them, strengthening them, loving 
them. Secondly, he describes the outcome 
of God’s work in their lives; their suffering 
takes on meaning, they no longer experience 
alienation, they begin to love God and others 
rightly. First, God takes the initiative to love 
them and then they make choices that prove 
that God’s love is real in their lives. This is 
the same pattern of discipleship that Peter 
received from Jesus. “I will make you a fisher 
of men,” said Jesus to Peter. Now, an old man, 
the aged fisherman is passing on his knowledge 
to a struggling church, showing them how 
God forms disciples and what disciples do in 
response. Join us this summer as we take a 
trip through Peter’s first epistle. 

June 4,, 2017   1 Peter 1:1-9
Testimony Sunday: Rejoicing in the 
Salvation of Our Souls
We will hear testimonies from Brooke Balliet, 
Morgan Royer, and Elaina Sadd. These three 
young women will speak of their experiences 
as Youth With a Mission (YWAM) missionaries 
who are experiencing the joy of their salvation 
at home and abroad. 

June 11,, 2017  1 Peter 1:1-12  
Jay Slocum
Our Great Hope: Joy During Hard Times
Dorothy Sayers says of God, “Whatever game 
he is playing with his creation, he has kept 
his own rules and played fair. He can exact 
nothing from man that he has not exacted 
from himself. He has himself gone through the 
whole of human experience, from the trivial 
irritations of family life and the cramping 
restrictions of hard work and lack of money 
to the worst horrors of pain and humiliation, 
defeat, despair, and death. When he was 
a man, he played the man. He was born in 
poverty and died in disgrace, and thought it 
was worthwhile.” We know from the Scripture, 
his end was not impoverished but a glorious 
resurrection. His death had meaning, his 
sufferings had meaning, and so do ours!

“When he was a 
man, he played 

the man. He was 
born in poverty and 

died in disgrace, 
and thought it was 

worthwhile.” 
Dorothy Sayers
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June 18,, 2017  1 Peter 1:13-25 
Bishop Hobby
How Grace Produces Holiness: The 
Attractiveness of Right-Living
Dr. Timothy Keller has said, “The gospel of 
justifying faith means that while Christians 
are, in themselves still sinful and sinning, yet 
in Christ, in God’s sight, they are accepted 
and righteous. So we can say that we are more 
wicked than we ever dared believe, but more 
loved and accepted in Christ than we ever dared 
hope — at the very same time. This creates a 
radical new dynamic for personal growth. It 
means that the more you see your own flaws 
and sins, the more precious, electrifying, and 
amazing God’s grace appears to you. But on the 
other hand, the more aware you are of God’s 
grace and acceptance in Christ, the more able 
you are to drop your denials and self-defenses 
and admit the true dimensions and character of 
your sin.” 

June 25, 2006   1 Peter 2:1-10  
Jay Slocum
Growing Together: How Being Church 
Transforms Us
Anglican Bishop NT Wright has bragged that, 
“The church exists primarily for two closely 
correlated purposes: to worship God and to 
work for his kingdom in the world ... The church 
also exists for a third purpose, which serves the 
other two: to encourage one another, to build 
one another up in faith, to pray with and for one 
another, to learn from one another and teach 
one another, and to set one another examples to 
follow, challenges to take up, and urgent tasks 
to perform. This is all part of what is known 
loosely as fellowship.” 

July 2, 2006   1 Peter 1:3-9  
Congregation
Testimony Sunday: Finding Joy Amid 
Suffering 
“The difference between shallow happiness 
and a deep sustaining joy is sorrow. Happiness 
lives where sorrow is not. When sorrow arrives, 
happiness dies. It can’t stand pain. Joy, on the 
other hand, rises from sorrow and therefore 
can withstand all grief. Joy, by the grace of 
God, is the transfiguration of suffering into 
endurance, and of endurance into character, 
and of character into hope--and the hope that 
has become our joy does not (as happiness must 
for those who depend upon it) disappoint us.” 
Walter Wangrin Jr. 

July 9, 2017  1 Peter 2:11-17 
Jay Slocum
Discipleship and Citizenship: How Being a 
Good Neighbor Forms Us
“There are three ways to ultimate success:
The first way is to be kind.
The second way is to be kind.
The third way is to be kind.”  
Fred Rogers

“So we can say that we 
are more wicked than 
we ever dared believe, 

but more loved and 
accepted in Christ 

than we ever dared 
hope — at the very 

same time.”
Timothy J. Keller
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July 16, 2017            1 Peter 2:18-25 
Jay Slocum
Toiling as a Christian Worker: Enduring 
Work When its Hard to Endure
“If all workers did quit, it would not make too 
much difference which workers quit first—front 
office, boardroom, assembly line, or custodial 
staff. Civilized living is so closely knit that 
when any pieces drop out the whole fabric 
begins to crumple. Let city sanitation workers 
go out this week, and by next week streets 
are smothered in garbage. Give homemaking 
mothers leave, and many of us suddenly 
go hungry and see our kids running wild. 
Civilization is so fragile that we either all hang 
together or, as Ben Franklin warned during 
the American Revolution, “we shall all hang 
separately.” Incidentally, let’s not make the 
mistake, if ever we are tempted, of estimating 
the importance of our work, or of any kind 
of work, by the public esteem it enjoys. Up-
front types make news, but only workers 
create civilized life. The mosaic of culture, 
like all mosaics, derives its beauty from the 
contribution of each tiny bit. Lester Dekoster

July 23, 2017   1 Peter 3:1-7  
Guest
The Role of Marriage in Forming 
Disciples
“In any relationship, there will be frightening 
spells in which your feelings of love dry up. 
And when that happens you must remember 
that the essence of marriage is that it is a 
covenant, a commitment, a promise of future 
love. So what do you do? You do the acts of 
love, despite your lack of feeling. You may not 
feel tender, sympathetic, and eager to please, 
but in your actions you must BE tender, 
understanding, forgiving and helpful. And, if 
you do that, as time goes on you will not only 
get through the dry spells, but they will become 
less frequent and deep, and you will become 
more constant in your feelings. This is what 
can happen if you decide to love.”  Timothy J. 
Keller, The Meaning of Marriage:

July 30, 2017   1 Peter 3:8-22  
Jay Slocum
Suffering for Doing Good: The Joy of 
Becoming More Like Christ
The will of God, to which the law gives 
expression, is that men should defeat their 
enemies by loving them. Dietrich Bonhoeffer

August 6, 2017  1 Peter 4:1-11 
Jay Slocum
The Role of Community in Forming 
Us as Disciples: On Overcoming Our 
Weaknesses
“The community of the saints is not an “ideal” 
community consisting of perfect and sinless 
men and women, where there is no need of 
further repentance. No, it is a community 
which proves that it is worthy of the gospel 
of forgiveness by constantly and sincerely 
proclaiming God’s forgiveness...Sanctification 
means driving out the world from the Church 
as well as separating the Church from the 
world. But the purpose of such discipline is not 
to establish a community of the perfect, but a 
community consisting of men who really live 
under the forgiving mercy of God.” Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer

August 13, 2017  1 Peter 4:1-11  
Congregation
Testimony Sunday: Stories About Being 
Discipled
“You will know as much of God, and only as 
much of God, as you are willing to put into 
practice.” Eric Liddell
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August 20, 2017 1 Peter 4:12-19 
Jay Slocum
Why Christians are Loved and Hated: How 
to Be an Attractive Christian
The will of God, to which the law gives 
expression, is that men should defeat their 
enemies by loving them. Dietrich Bonhoeffer

August 27, 2017 1 Peter 5:1-14  
Jay Slocum
How Humility Shapes Christian Disciples: 
How to Be an Effective Christian
“Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of 
the flesh like service, and nothing transforms 
the desires of the flesh like serving in 
hiddenness. The flesh whines against service 
but screams against hidden service. It strains 
and pulls for honour and recognition. It will 
devise subtle, religiously acceptable means to 
call attention to the service rendered. If we 
stoutly refuse to give in to this lust of the flesh, 
we crucify it. Every time we crucify the flesh, 
we crucify our pride and arrogance.” Richard J. 
Foster, Celebration of Discipline: The Path to 
Spiritual Growth

“Civilized living is so 
closely knit that when 

any pieces drop out 
the whole fabric begins 

to crumple. Let city 
sanitation workers go 
out this week, and by 
next week streets are 

smothered in garbage.”
Lester DeKoster



Good-Bye Y’inz, 
Hello Y’all

By Hilary Warner

After 6 wonderful years living in 
Pittsburgh and attending Jonah’s 
Call, the Lord is leading me towards 

new adventures.  I am finishing up with the 
final requirements for my PhD in Applied 
Developmental Psychology over the next few 
weeks and then will be packing up and moving 
to Austin, TX, at the end of June.  I have 
accepted a Postdoctoral Fellowship position 
at the University of Texas at Austin to do 
program and policy evaluation research at 
the Child and Family Research Partnership 
in their School of Public Affairs.  The position 
will last at least one year, but is likely to be 
extended for multiple years.  I will mainly 
be working on projects associated with the 
child welfare system in Texas, but I may also 
have opportunities to do research relating to 
family support, fatherhood, investments in 
early childhood, and adolescent health and 
well-being. I am looking forward to using my 
training and skills to do applied research with 
the goal of impacting policy and practice to 
benefit children and families in need. I ask 
that you be praying for me as I make this 
transition.  Please pray that I find a church 
that is grounded in God’s word, build deep and 
meaningful relationships with new friends and 
neighbors, and find satisfaction in “rearranging 
the particulars” in the domain where the 
Lord has placed me.  I will greatly my Jonah’s 
Call family!  Thank you for all your love and 
support!

CCO Ministry with 
the Guilleux Family

By Joy Guilleux

Francois and and I are on staff with 
Coalition for Christian Outreach, a 
campus ministry organization based here 

in Pittsburgh. Neither of us is on a particular 
campus. Rather, Francois is responsible for 
CCO XD (Experiential Design) staff training, 
program effectiveness and trip designs related 
to development and fund raising. I have 
been serving CCO XD by managing finances 
and risk management as well as leading an 
occasional staff training event or student 
adventure trip. 

Our most recent training event was traveling 
with 10 staff on El Camino, an historic 
pilgrimage spanning 500 miles from the 
Pyrenees in France to Santiago de Compostela, 
Spain. If you saw Martin Sheen and Emilio 
Estevez in “The Way”, that is what we did. 
Francois led the group on bikes along the 
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route, while I ran van support with the kids. We 
finished the trek during Holy Week, so it was 
especially rich to experience Spain’s elaborate 
culture of celebrating “Santa Semana” with 
their processions and cultural events.

We had multiple objectives for this training. 
We hoped to train staff on leading international 
trips and bicycling trips so they could offer this 
kind of opportunity to students. The nature of 
being on pilgrimage, quite noticeably homeless 
for two weeks, was a significant physical, 
mental, and spiritual experience. The Lord can, 
and often does, speak when we unplug from 
daily routines, simplify life to a focused task or 
goal, and create space to listen. The final goal of 
our time there was to scout it out, particularly 
to decide what types of groups would be a good 
fit for future trips. One conclusion we made 
was how meaningful it would be for a multi-
generational group, perhaps from a church or 
two (ah-hem Jonah’s Call and Ascension) to do 
together. 

Celebrating Birth
Elena Grace Brednich was born on April 12 
weighing 7lb 13oz measured 19.5”.

Amos Wisdom Savisky was born on April 
27th at 1:05am, weighing 9.5 pounds and 23 
inches long.

Expecting Families
• The Wilson Family is expecting their second 

child in June.
• The Grenier Family is expecting their sixth 

child in July.
• The Salmans Family is expecting their first 

child in August.
• The Irwin Family is expecting their second 

child in September.
• The Richards Family is expecting their 

second child in November.
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“The Lord can, and 
often does, speak 
when we unplug 
from daily routines, 
simplify life to a 
focused task or goal, 
and create space to 
listen.”



Train a Child in the 
Way He Should 
Go: JC Kids’ Club 
Summer 2017
Biblical ignorance is a plague not only in the 
land but in the churches. This material will 
cure the problem by giving the children firm 
foundations in scriptural knowledge from their 
earliest years.’ – Dick Lucus, St. Helen’s Church, 
Bishopgate

By Catherine Slocum

Jonah’s Call children are being taught the 
scriptures week in and week out. You 
can view their latest video on our website 

where they are reenacting a new testament 
story. The curriculum we use is called “On the 
Way.” Churches around the world from America 
to France, Spain to Korea, Hong Kong to 
Australia have discovered the strength of this 
Sunday school syllabus. It is biblical, undated, 
multi-age, chronological and informative. 
Leaders and students are learning together the 
world over with this series.

On the Way works on a three -year syllabus. It 
covers the main Bible stories from Genesis to 
the Acts of the Apostles. All Bible stories are 
taught as truth and not myth.

Each year the birth of Jesus is taught at 
Christmas, and the death and resurrection of 
Jesus at Easter. Between Christmas and Easter 
the syllabus deals with aspects of Jesus’ life and 
teaching. After Easter there is a short series on 
the Early Church. The rest of the year is spent 
looking at the Old Testament history. In this 
way leaders and children gain an orderly and 

cohesive view of God’s dealings with his people 
throughout the Old and New Testaments.

The lessons are grouped in series, each of which 
is introduced by a series overview stating the 
aims of the series, the lesson aim for each week 
and an appropriate memory verse.

This summer the Kids’ Club will cover two 
dynamic series on David and Solomon. Our 
teachers go the extra mile and create games 
and crafts that spur on learning our bible 
lesson. Our upcoming memory verses are:
“Man looks at the outward appearance, but God 
looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with 
all your strength”. Mark 12:30

Special Event: Older Kids’ Club participants 
and teens are invited to a Diocese-wide youth 
group game of “Aliens” at Christ Church Fox 
Chapel. Contact Curtis Grenier who will be 
attending as a chaperone.

“Churches around the 
world from America 
to France, Spain to 
Korea, Hong Kong 
to Australia have 

discovered the strength 
of this Sunday school 

syllabus.” 
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Jonah’s Call Pre K: 
Foundations in God’s 
Love

Our Pre K Club is filled with three to 
five year olds who have a remarkable 
capacity to learn! We are teaching them 

bible stories each Sunday. They are developing 
loving relationships and a simple trust in God.

The curriculum we are using this summer 
is called “Beginning with the Bible, Old 
Testament Lessons for Young Children.” We 
believe that the Bible is God’s word to mankind, 
and that it contains everything we need to know 
in order to be reconciled with God and live in 
a way that is pleasing to him. Therefore, we 
believe it is vital to teach small children what 
God has to say, so that they can learn who 
he is and what he has done. We need to lay a 
foundation of knowledge about God that will 
enable them to develop a relationship with him 
and grow into Christian maturity in later years. 

This summer the Pre K class will learn 
old testament stories from Creation to The 
Plagues of Egypt. Our gifted teachers use 
expressive storytelling techniques along with 
age appropriate crafts and games to aid in our 
children’s learning.

Ruth’s House Update

For those who are joining this story in the 
middle, the Guilleuxs, with the support of 
Jonah’s Call, are doing some improvements 

on our neighbor’s house. Ruth is a hard-
working mother of 3. Her hopes are to create 
sustainability in her current home and be able 
to become a home owner. She can’t afford to 
have contractors do the work, so we are joining 
skills, tools, and efforts to make improvements 
affordable. She had heat in her kitchen for the 
first time ever this winter! Thanks to all who 
helped! 

We have some projects planned for the summer. 
Please watch the Jonah’s Call emails for dates 
and consider helping. 

“We believe that the 
Bible is God’s word to 
mankind, and that it 
contains everything we 
need to know in order to 
be reconciled with God 
and live in a way that is 
pleasing to him.”
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Rector’s Summer 
Media-Reading List

By Jay Slocum

On March 18, 1992, Catherine and 
I attended the U2 Zoo TV Tour 
Concert in New Jersey. Two fans 

among 19,880, we were looking forward to 
experiencing the band’s ability to connect 
deeply with their audience. However, the Zoo 
TV Tour was designed to mock the American 
obsession with TV, image, and glamour. 
Hence, Bono came out as a persona he called 
“The Fly” and acted like a Televangelist while 
prank phone calls and pop culture TV images 
emerged on huge screens. We wanted to 
connect with one of our heroes. Instead, Bono 
mocked. We felt it. It hurt.  

On June 7, 2017, Catherime and I attended 
the U2 Joshua Tree Tour with JC friends, 

Curtis and Yolanda Grenier. For this tour, U2 
did not mock. Instead, they used an incredible 
array of tech to connect with the audience and 
to bring them an experience of America as it 
ought to be. In fact, while singing the words 
from Bad; “Wide awake, I’m wide awake, Wide 
awake, I’m not sleeping, Oh, no, no, no,” Bono 
asked Pittsburgh if we were awake. Tens 
of thousands responded by holding up their 
phones, lights shining in the night. As Bono 
sang, “Wide Awake” the crowd sand along, 
phones raised high. It was an amazing sight. 

Much has changed in 25 years. TV has faded 
into the past. Now we watch, listen and read on 
devices we hold in our hands, raised over our 
heads, and used to connect with friends and 
neighbors while at concerts or at home.  

This years’s summer reading list includes what 
we watch, what we listen to and what we read 
with your hand held device in mind. Enjoy your 
summer... and Stay AWAKE!
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“Much has changed in 
25 years. TV has faded 
into the past. Now we 
watch, listen and read 
on devices we hold in 

our hands, raised over 
our heads, and used to 

connect with friends 
and neighbors while at 

concerts or at home.”
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Listen
Beach, Car, Commute

1. Mercury Rises- Robert Kroese +
A cheeky angel saves the world- sort of

2. Disenchanted- Robert Kroese +
Hysterical fantasy from a Calvin College Grad

3. AD 30 & AD33- Ted Dekker +*
A bedouin slave travels to Jerusalem in the 
times of Jesus to find freedom for her people

4. Unwind- Neal Shusterman +*
A teen dystopian series exploring the meaning of 
the human person and the soul

5. What the Dog Saw: And Other Adventures-
Malcomb Gladwell +*
Essays from a legendary journalist

6. The Man Called Cash- Steve Turner +*
A very finely crafted biography of Johnny Cash

7. Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and 
Culture in Crisis- JD Vance +*
An autobiographical tale of a journey to Yale

8. Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World 
That Can’t Stop Talking- Susan Cain +*
Engaging, insightful and important for 
extroverts and introverts

9. The Art of Manliness- Brett McKay
30 minute podcasts and not at all just for men. 
Brett interviews authors who want to help us 
live better

10. The Way I Heard It- Mike Rowe Podcasts
Dirty Jobs host does 5 minute stories in the 
tradition of 60 minutes host Paul Harvey

+ Audible- available as an audio book
* Overdrive- free audio books right to your 
phone or computer using the local library

Read
Life-Changing Books

1. Confessions- Augustime (398 AD)
The most influential theologian tells the story of 
his conversion

2. Sir Gibbie- Goerge MacDonald (1879)
A heart stirring story of rags to restoration set in 
the Scottish Highlands

3. Mere Christianity-CS Lewis (1943)
Nearly every word on every page is qoutable

4. Amusing Ourselves to Death- Neil 
Postman (1986)  You will never watch the same 
way after encountering this work. 

5. A Tale of Three Kings- Gene Edwards 
(1992)
An incredible reflection on loving those who hurt 
you and others using the biblical characters 
Saul, David, and Absalom 

6. Escape from Reason- Francis Shaeffer 
(1968)
A profound philisophical work by a premier 
theologian who deeply loved intellectuals

7. The Ragamuffin Gospel- Brennan 
Manning (1990) A book for the broken, the 
broken-hearted and the broken down. Prepare to 
be loved deeply. 

8. Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises 
of Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only 
Hope that Matters- Tim Keller (2009)
It has the power to cure us of spiritual cancer.

9. Work: The Meaning of Your Life- Lester 
DeKoster (2010)
A short, practical, profound theology of work

10. Without God, Without Creed: The 
Origins of Unbelief in America- James C. 
Turner (1986) A sweeping understanding of 
history capable of getting us “fish” to realize 
that we are swimming in water.



Watch
Ten Beautiful Films

1. Lawrence of Arabia-David Lean (1962)
The Beauty of a Grand Vision 

2. My Fair Lady-George Bernard Shaw (1964)
The Beauty of Manners

3. Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory- Mel 
Stuart (1971)
The Beauty of Second Chances

4. Pretty in Pink- John Hughes (1986)
The Beauty of the 1980’s!

5. A Beautiful Life- Roberto Benigni (1997)
The Beauty of the Imagination

6. Spirited Away- Hayao Miyazaki (2001)
The Beauty of Ancient Things

7. Spanglish- James Brooks (2004)
The Beauty of Mother Love

8. Gran Torino- Clint Eastwood (2008)
The Beauty of Sacrifice

9. Mad Max: Fury Road- George Miller (2015)
The Beauty of Overcoming

10. Wall-E- Andrew Stanton (2008)
The Beauty of Restoration

Intervarsity Book Sale 
Discount 40% Off
Dear Ministry Partners,

Thank you for your generous support of my 
ministry with InterVarsity! I am so grateful to 
you, for your giving and for your prayers.

To help IV staff express our thanks, 
InterVarsity Press (IVP) is offering to all 
ministry partners 40% off retail prices on 
all InterVarsity Press books this summer 
when you visit ivpress.com/thanks17 and use 
promotion code THANKS17. 

Your savings will be shown during the “review 
and pay” checkout step. If your discounted 
order total is $45 or more, it will also qualify 
for free “no rush” shipping! This opportunity 
ends September 1, 2017.

Have fun! 

Robin Capcara
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June Serving in Worship

June 4, 2017 June 11, 2017
June 18, 

2017 June 25, 2017
Welcoming 
Ushers

Kyle Irwin & 
Laura Irwin

Melissa 
Wilson

Bohnhoff 
Family Smith Family 

Scripture 1 Peter 1:1-9 1 Peter 1:1-12 1 Peter 1:13-25 1 Peter 2:1-10
Reader Francois Matthew Jay Slocum Curtis Grenier
Liturgical 
Assistant

Francois 
Guilleux

Matthew 
Whipple Jay Slocum Curtis Grenier

Sermon Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Bishop 
Hobby Jay Slocum

Announcement Francois Matthew Jay Slocum Curtis Grenier
Communion 
Celebrant Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Bishop 

Hobby Jay Slocum

Communion 
Assistants

Francois 
Guilleux

Matthew 
Whipple

Zach Wilson 
Kyle Irwin

Curtis Grenier 
Beto Park *

Prayer-Min Emily Sadd
Linda Stewart

Bryan Perry
Brooke Balliet

Jill King
Linda Stewart

Emily Sadd
Jill King

Music Leader David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd

Verger Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Tech Set up Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green
Powerpoint Kyle Irwin Joy Guilleux James Chad Green
Kids' Club 
Teaching

Jeff 
VanderMolen

Catherine 
Slocum

Jon and Jenn 
Salmans

Kyle Irwin
Glen Richards

Pre-K Club 
Teaching

Matthew & 
Jessica Whipple

Emma Slocum
Lydia Slocum

Julia 
Richards
Alison 

Brooke Balliet
Morgan Royer

Nursery
Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Tim Savisky

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Stephanie 
Sutfin

Sue Myers
Joy Guilleux
Hilary Warner

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Yolanda 
Grenier

Vestry 
Counters

Matthew 
Whipple

Sarah Perry 
Beto Park

Ashley 
Savisky

Jeff 
VanderMolen

Hospitality 
Shopping Lisa Jaeger Beto Park Keith 

Brednich Potluck

Hospitality 
Cooking

Lisa Jaeger
Hilary Warner
Quiyan Li?

Rachel Evans
Beto Park
TBD

Doria Savisky
Linda Stewart Potluck

Hospitality Set 
up/Centerpiec

Beto Park
Grenier Family

Blaine Myers
Jill King

Lisa Jaeger
Jill King

Kyle Irwin
Jill King

Hospitablity 
Clean-UP

Blaine & Sue 
Myers
Beto Park

Perry Family
Hilary Warner

Lisa Jaeger
Frank 
Schmunk

Smith Family
Cori Schipani

Prayer 
Requests Sarah Perry Sarah Perry Julia 

Richards Julia Richards
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July & August Serving in Worship

June 25, 2017 July 2, 2017 July 9, 2017 July 16, 2017 July 23, 2017 July 30, 2017

Smith Family Welcoming UshersThomas and 
Jeannie Sadd Sarah Bohnhoff Jeannie Sadd James Bohnhoff Smith Family 

1 Peter 2:1-10 Scripture 1 Peter 1:3-9 1 Peter 2:11-17 1 Peter 2:18-25 1 Peter 3:1-7 1 Peter 3:8-22
Curtis Grenier Reader Catherine Slocum Sarah Perry Zach Wilson Francois Guilleux Matthew Whipple

Curtis Grenier Liturgical AssistantCatherine Slocum Sarah Perry Zach Wilson Francois Guilleux Matthew 
Whipple

Jay Slocum Sermon
Jay 
Slocum/Testimon
y Sunday

Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Guest Jay Slocum

Curtis Grenier Announcements Glen Richards Sarah Perry Jay Slocum Francois Guilleux Matthew 

Jay Slocum Communion 
Celebrant Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Guest Jay Slocum

Curtis Grenier 
Beto Park *

Communion 
Assistants

Catherine Slocum
Glen Richards *

Sarah Perry
Blaine Myers

Zach Wilson
Catherine Slocum

Francois Guilleux
Beto Park *

Matthew 
Whipple

Emily Sadd
Jill King Prayer-Min Brooke Balliet

Linda Stewart
Bryan Perry
Jill King

Emily Sadd
TBD

Linda Stewart
TBD

Bryan Perry
Jill King

David Sadd Music Leader David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd
Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd Verger Zach Wilson

Andrew Sadd
Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Beto Park
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Chad Green Tech Set Up Beto Park Beto Park Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green
Chad Green Powerpoint Beto Park Beto Park Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green
Kyle Irwin
Glen Richards

Kids' Club 
Teaching

Jeff VanderMolen
Jill King

Catherine Slocum
Emelina Lopez

Kyle Irwin          
Glen Richards

Jon and Jenn 
Salmans

Emma Slocum
Emelina Lopez

Brooke Balliet
Morgan Royer

Pre-K Club 
Teaching

Emma Slocum
Lydia Slocum

Matthew and 
Jessica Whipple

Ashley Savisky
Morgan Royer

Julia Richards
Alison 
VanderMolen

Ashley Savisky
Morgan Royer

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Yolanda Grenier

Nursery

Doria Savisky
Tim Savisky
Keith Brednich

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Sarah Bohnhoff

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Laura Irwin

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Tim Savisky

Doria Savisky
Joy Guilleux
Sarah Bohnhoff

Jeff VanderMolen
Rhonda Smith Vestry Counters Jeff VanderMolen 

Ashley Savisky
Matthew 
Whipple

Beto Park
Matthew 

Ashley Savisky
Jeff 

Rhonda Smith
Sarah Perry

Potluck Hospitality 
Shopping Potluck Sarah 

VanderMolen Lisa Jaeger Pizza Potluck

Potluck Hospitality 
Cooking Potluck

Rachel Evans
Lisa Jaeger?
Quiyan Li?
Hilary Warner?

Jenn and Jon 
Salmans
Linda Stewart

Pizza Potluck

Kyle Irwin
Jill King

Hospitality Set 
up/Centerpieces

Curtis Grenier
Grenier Family

James Bohnhoff
Jill King

Blaine Myers
Jill King

Lisa Jaeger
Jill King

Beto Park
Jill King

Smith Family
Cori Schipani

Hospitablity 
Clean-UP

Slocum Family
Brooke Balliet

VanderMolen 
Family
Mick VanNess

Blaine & Sue 
Myers
Lisa Jaeger
Beto Park

Rachel Evans
Mick VanNess
Frank Schmunk

Smith Family
Cori Schipani

Julia Richards Prayer Requests Julia Richards Julia Richards Jessica Whipple Jessica Whipple Jessica Whipple
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July & August Serving in Worship

July 30, 2017 August 6, 2017 August 13, 2017 August 20, 2017 August 27, 2017

Smith Family Welcoming 
Ushers Bohnhoff Family TBD Abby Eagleson

Rachel Evans Smith Family

1 Peter 3:8-22 Scripture 1 Peter 4:1-11 1 Peter 4:1-11 1 Peter 4:12-19 1 Peter 5:1-14
Matthew Whipple Reader Catherine Slocum Sarah Perry Zach Wilson Curtis Grenier
Matthew 
Whipple

Liturgical 
Assistant Catherine Slocum Sarah Perry Zach Wilson Curtis Grenier

Jay Slocum Sermon Jay Slocum
Jay 
Slocum/Testimony 
Sunday

Jay Slocum Jay Slocum

Matthew Announcements Catherine Slocum Sarah Perry Benjamin Sutfin Curtis Grenier

Jay Slocum Communion 
Celebrant Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum Jay Slocum

Matthew 
Whipple

Communion 
Assistants

Catherine Slocum
Zach Wilson

Sarah Perry
Kyle Irwin

Zach Wilson
Glen Richards

Curtis Grenier
Beto Park

Bryan Perry
Jill King Prayer-Min Emily Sadd

Linda Stewart
Bryan Perry
Brooke Balliet

Linda Stewart
Jill King

Emily Sadd
Brooke Balliet

David Sadd Music Leader David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd David Sadd
Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd Verger Zach Wilson

Andrew Sadd
Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Zach Wilson
Andrew Sadd

Chad Green Tech Set Up Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green Chad Green
Chad Green PowerPoint Chad Green Chad Green Joy Guilleux James Bohnhoff
Emma Slocum
Emelina Lopez

Kids' Club 
Teaching

Curtis Grenier
Beto Park

Catherine Slocum
Jill King

Jeff VanderMolen
Glen Richards Kyle & Laura Irwin

Ashley Savisky
Morgan Royer

Pre-K Club 
Teaching

Matthew and 
Jessica Whipple

Emma Slocum
Lydia Slocum

Brooke Balliet
Alison 
VanderMolen

Julia Richards
Molly Smith

Doria Savisky
Joy Guilleux
Sarah Bohnhoff

Nursery
Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Jen Salmans

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Tim Savisky

Sue Myers
Stephanie Sutfin
Keith Brednich

Sue Myers
Doria Savisky
Smith Family (1)

Rhonda Smith
Sarah Perry Vestry Counters Beto Park 

TBD
Matthew Whipple
Sarah Perry

Ashley Savisky
Sarah Perry

Rhonda Smith
Beto Park

Potluck Hospitality 
Shopping Potluck Sarah 

VanderMolen Beto Park Potluck

Potluck Hospitality 
Cooking Potluck

Beto Park
Rachel Evans
Linda Stewart?

Kyle & Laura Irwin
Doria Savisky Potluck

Beto Park
Jill King Centerpieces James Bohnhoff

Jill King
Kyle Irwin
Jill King

Glen Richards
Jill King

Blaine Myers
Jill King

Smith Family
Cori Schipani

Hospitablity 
Clean-UP

Slocum Family
Rex Coughenger

Perry Family
Abby Eagleson

VanderMolen 
Family
Brooke Balliet

Blaine & Sue Myers
Rex Coughenger
Frank Schmunk

Jessica Whipple Prayer Requests Jessica Whipple Sarah Perry Sarah Perry Sarah Perry



Coming Up At 
Jonah’s Call: 
June 4th – New Sermon Series Begins, Special 
Dinner Conversation with Bishop Hobby

June 13th – Vestry meet 6:00 – 8:30 pm Linda 
Stewart’s home

June 18th – Confirmation Sunday with Bishop 
Hobby

June 25th – Worship Begins in the Parish 
Hall, Pot-Luck Sunday

June 27th – Let’s Talk #1 (Fruitful 
Conversations on building up Jonah’s Call) 7:00 
pm Location TBD

July 2nd – Pot-Luck Sunday

July 9th – Let’s Talk #2 6:30 pm Parish Hall

July 19th – Youth Event – Diocesan-Wide 
youth game “Aliens” Christ Church Fox Chapel

July 23rd – Guest Preacher and Pizza Night

July 30th – Pot-Luck Sunday

August 6th – Let’s Talk #3 6:30 pm Parish 
Hall, Pot-Luck Sunday

August 8th – Let’s Talk #4 7:00 pm Location 
TBD

August 10th – Team Leader Meeting 7:00 pm 
in JC office

August 15th – JC Vestry Meet 6:00 – 8:30 pm 
in home of vestry member

August 20th – Worship returns to the Nave, 
Baptism Sunday

August 27th – Pot-Luck Sunday

Fellowship 
Opportunity

Join some of your JC family at First Friday’s 
at Frick. These are free picnic concerts 
begin at 6:30 pm on the lawn of the Frick 

House. Bring your picnic and blanket and enjoy 
a relaxing time. Text Catherine Slocum if you 
want to find us on the lawn 412-977-7714 on the 
following Fridays:

June 30th: The British Invasion Experience

July 7th: JD Eicher

July 14th: Family Night – Center for Young 
Musicians and The Emotions

July 28th: Elle Casazza



A Letter from Lisa - 
Director of Hospitality
 
Dear Jonah’s Call family,

As a few of you may know, I have decided 
Five years ago, I graduated from college 
and found myself heading to Pittsburgh 

to do a discipleship program. Jonah’s Call was 
on a short list of suggested churches for me to 
connect with when I came to the city. I did some 
research and decided on a few churches to visit 
when I had Sunday off from summer camp. The 
reason Jonah’s Call made the list? A service at 
5 pm allowed me to double up on church when 
I had only a few opportunities to visit before 
moving. 

My first Sunday before JC, I had spent the day 
feeling rather lonely. I did not feel particularly 
welcomed in the church I had visited that 
morning, and spend the rest of the afternoon 
in an unfamiliar city alone. My experience at 
JC was completely different than the rest of 
my day. I was greeted warmly when I came 
in, asked to join people I just met for dinner, 
engaged in conversation, and all around enjoyed 
my evening. Even though I made plans to visit 
other churches my next Sunday off, I knew 
walking out of Jonah’s Call that it would be my 
church upon coming to Pittsburgh. 

Now, five years later, I’m looking towards 
moving to Buffalo (where I grew up) and finding 
it hard to imagine my life without Jonah’s 
Call and all of you who I call my friends and 
family. It has been my joy to serve you on the 
Hospitality team, connect with the community, 
get to know you, love you and be loved by you, 
pray with you, eat with you, and do life with 
you. I will continue to pray for you, and ask 
that you pray for me too during this time of 
transition. I will be in Pittsburgh through July 
(and hopefully for visits afterwards) and would 
love to connect with you before I go.

I hope and pray that as God leads me on this 
new adventure, that he leads me to a new 
community as vibrant as the one I found in here 
in Pittsburgh. 

God’s peace,

Lisa Jaeger

Job Opportunity - 
Director of Hospitality

Part-time position averaging 3-4 hours a 
week, starting mid-June. Responsibilities 
include organizing menus, volunteer 

schedules, communication with the church and 
other church leaders. Must be familiar with 
food health safety, well organized, and self-
motivated. Any questions can be directed to 
Lisa, at l.jaeger@jonahscall.org

 “I was greeted warmly 
when I came in, asked 

to join people I just met 
for dinner, engaged 

in conversation, and 
all around enjoyed my 

evening. Even though I 
made plans to visit other 

churches my next Sunday 
off, I knew walking out of 
Jonah’s Call that it would 

be my church upon coming 
to Pittsburgh. “



Worship with us weekly 
 • Sundays at 5:00 p.m.

 • Nursery available for infants 0-2

 • Pre-K Club for ages 3-5 
 • Kids’ Club for ages 6-12
 • Enjoy dinner after the service

 • Invite a friend!
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It is also available online at jonahscall.org
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